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The PREF F. 


FEVTHERE are ſome Circum- 
ſtances, that attend the Pub- 
lication of the Enſuing Trea- 
ltiſe, which may render this ſhort 
Preface, not only Excuſable 5 but, al- 
F.ſo in ſome reſpets Neceſſary, That the 
'Þ Readers may be acquainted with two 
| Things. 1. Touching the Author, and 
the Coming forth, of this ſmall Piece. 
2.1 ouching the Subjet-matier handled 
Lin it. 1. As for the Author, the Late 
Reverend Mr. George Day, He was 
a well accompliſhed, and approved Mi- 
niſter of Feſus Chriſt, very Exemplary 
in his Holy Converſation, and abun- 
dant in his Miaiſterial Labours, in 
which bis Study, Diligeace, and Fide- 
lity were the more Conſpicuons, in re- 
eard of thoſe painful and weakening bo- 
dily Diſteapers, by which it pleaſed 
God, to Try, arid Exerciſe him for 
many Tears laſt paſt. As to the Fubli- 
cation of this Diſcourſe, which is now 
ent abroad into the Iorld, it was 


Compoſed, aud fitted for the Preſs, by 
A-2 


him 
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 cellent Books. It was not long after 
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 bimſelf, That very Copy, which he de- 


lzvered to the Bookſeller, was' ſent by 
him to ſeveral Miniſters to be peruſed, 
Among others, we whoſe Names are| 
ſubſcribed to this Preface, had it in on | 
Hands about a Tear ago, and upon « 
deliberate InſpeFion into the Matter, | 
Method, and Manner of handling his 
Jubjed 3 have thought, it might be of 
good Oſe and Benefit to many, if it 
were made Publick, and certified hin 
of our Opinion touching it. After this, |Þ 
zt lay in his hands as Dormant. Bit 


about the End of November laſt, this 


Good Man finding himjelf to decline 
very ſenſrbly, delivered his Copy to tha 
Book-ſeller, who had been ſo long In- 
ſtrumental, in dioulging exceeding 
trany Learned, Pioxs, PraFical, Ex- 


committed to the Preſs, but before ont 
quarter of it was Printed, it pleaſed tit 
Lord to remove the Author out of thi 
World, and to receive him into his 
Celeſtial Reſt and Glory, to the gred 
(Trief btedly to tl Loſs if 
Trief; undoubtedly to the great oſs 

| that 


The Preface. — 
that Congregation, in which the Provi- 
dence of God had ſet him to Labour, 

in the Word and Do@Grine of the Go- 
| ſpel. 2. Touching the little Book it ſelf, 
| It hath ſeveral Properties, which may 
| ercatly recommerd it to the peruſal of 
| all, into whoſe hands the Providence 
| of God ſhall bring it. For, it is very 
fl ſhort, and will not mich Exerciſe the 
th Patience of the Reader. It is very plain 
| adapted to the Capacity of the Meaneſt 
| Onderſtandings. 1he Diſconrſe is ma- 
| naged in a very ſornd, ſerions and pro- 
is fitable Manner. 1he Arguments made 
wÞ nſec of are clear, ſtrong, and meruons, 
a and enforced with all the advantages of 
| Zeal and Charity. The Perſons concern- 
wh ed to attend unto this Perſizaſfoe, are 
x-| exceeding numerons. 1 he ſubſerviency 
el of 7t toward the promoting of the Glo- 
wh ry of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and 
le the welfare of Souls, is evident to eve- 
ff 13 confederate, ſerious Perſon. 

In this little Book, there is nothing 
that may diſcourage the Reader : No 
profennd Speculations to amute him < 


Nor 


The Preface. 
Nor doubtful Diſputations to perplex 
bim - But a ſerious Perſuaſive to in- 
cline him, to comply with the Command | 
of Chriſt, in the performance of two Þ 
plain, weighty and neceſſary Duties, Þ - 
To which no Parties among Chriſtians | 
are obliged, by their Principles, to make Þ} 
any _— |  S 

1. He perſuades the Adult, who are | © 
unbaptized to fit themſelves for, and | 
then to jeek after Baptiſm. It is true 
indeed, that the Author (in the Intro- 
duftion tells us, that the People cal-| 
ted Quakers, do wholly rcje both Bap-fi © 
tiſm and the Lords Supper, as uſeleſs | 


Ceremonies ; and diſpute againſt them. | : 
But all they who acknowledge them to| X 


be Gojpel-Ordinances, muſt, according | 
; I” t 
to their declared Principles, concut 7 
with our Author, to preſs all Adult, un-F 
baptized Perſons to be Baptized. They 
Po go under the Denomination of A-P 
nabaptiſts, zzay poſſibly, except againſi Þ 
the Baptizing of Infants which he aj-| 
ferts. But they are as zealous as any 0- 
ther, to perſuade the Adult, who were Þ ;, 
a0t 


The Preface. 
ot Baptized in their Infancy, to haſt- 
en to that Ordinance. 
{ 2.Heperſnades Baptized grown Per- 
i ſons to labour to be fit for, and then to 
communicate in the Lords Supper. This 
| is acknowledged by all, tobe their un- 
| queſtionable Duty.So that in this Point, 
, |} be can have no Adverſaries, whatever 
1 8 different Sentiments Jome may have a- 
, þÞ out the due Rualifications of thoſe who 
are to approach to the Lord's Tavlc. 
| Having given this account of the 
Author and his little Book, we have 
| anſwered the Deſign of this Preface. 
'Þ 4rd ſhall only add our Prayers, that- 
*Þf the Lord would afford his Bleſſung, 
" Þl that the Book may attain the End, which 
| the Author propounded to himpelf in his 
| \rriting of it. 
2 William Bates, 
George Hamond. 
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To be Correfted, Page 46. line 22. for Bercele- 
CY 7745, read Bertelerius. 
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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


T 1s a Truth, which no ſober Chri- 
ſtian wall deny, that Omiſſions, or 
Neglects of commanded Duties are 
as truly breaches of the Law of 
od ; as Commiſſions of Sins forbidden, 
ind fo as certainly deſtruQtive to the 
Fouls of Men ; and therefore all ſuch as 
vould pleaie God, and eſcape Deſtru- 
10n ; ought as conſcientioſly to per- 
orm Duties, as to forbear Injquities, 
ind to have Reſpe& to all Gods Com- 
andments, as well as to hate eyery 
alſe Way. 

Now, amongſt the many Sins of O- 
ſion , of which Perſons under the 
riſtian Name are guilty in this Age, 
nd for which God hath a Controverkie 
vith us at this Day ; The neglect of 
hoſe Sacred Ordinances of Chriſt, Bap- 
im, and the Lord's Supper is one, and 
ot the leait, It being 5 notorionlly exi- 
ent 
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dent, that many of Twenty or Thirty 
Years Old, and fome more, have never 
been Baptized, and theſe ( with Thou . 
ſands more of Adult or grown Perſons) 
live alſo in the neglect of the Lord's Sup-J 
per : The Cauſe of which neglect, ug ; 
ſome is the Ignorance, and Error of theirſſ | 
Parents, who (if they were Quakers). 
wholly reject theſe Ordinances, as uk-J 
leſs Ceremonies, and Diſpute againſF 
them; or (if Azabaptift's ) neglect tw. 
bring their Children to Baptiſm 1n thera 
Infancy, and many of them being bred... 
up in Ignorance, are careleſs of ther 
own Souls concerns; and ſo Live, and 
Dye without the Participation of thek 
Ordinanc2s. New though I dare nd 
Judge ſuch as to their Eternal State, for 
to their own Maſter they ſtand or fall ; | 
freely acknowledge, the Grace of God Ifh;e+ 
not bound to external Ordinances, aldfſ;; 
God doth nothing by them, but whatkt« 
he can do without them, ( if he pleaſe he; 
yet 1 know we are bound to the Uſe df, 
Ordinances, ({ when we may have themMeq; 
by the expreſs Command of God, ie 
cauſe they are his Inſtitutions, by whidſſ; . 
he doth uſually work Grace in us ; Anf-n 
to neglect known Duties, yea, or !ip;; 
live in Ignorance of Duties, under tiiſere. 
meu 
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'Þ ineans of Knowledge, are Soul-damning 
'F Sins; which I earneſtly deſire all that 
"HK arc thus, guilty, ſeriouſly to conſider. 
)Þ Upon the Obſervation of theſe ſinful O- 
-Þ miſſions, I cannot but conclude it to be the 
E unqueſtionable Duty of all the Miniſters 
y of Chriſt that would be found faithful - 
to him, and to the precious Souls of Men, 
*Ynot only to obſerve, mourn over, and 
Il reprove theſe Sins, but to do their ut- 
VE moſt alſo in their proper Stations, and 
Relations, for Reformation in this Parti- 
cular : The Senſe of this Duty, hath been 
TY fo deeply impreſſed on my Spirit, as to 
put me upon this well-meant ( though 
> mean ) endeavour, to contribute fome- 
WEthing, toward this needful and deſirable 
Work. 

I am too Conſcious of my own weak- 
neſs to dictate to my Reverend Brethren, 
cknowledging that I rather need, and 
herefore deſire their Light and Help 
herein; yet hope I may ( without give- 
: & ng Juſt Cauſe of Offence to any ) take 
MFleave to Confeſs, that many of us, have 
wen very defective in our Duties here- 
Sn; and in this Confeſſion, I caſt the 
Brit Stone at my Self, The Good Lord 

Pardon ns, that we have manifeſted no 
ts eater concern of Spirit for the Holy 
CN B 2 Inſti= 
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See 
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| Inſtitutions of our Lord-Redeemer, and 
help us, that while we Reprehend our 
People, for their ſinful Omiſſions, weſ 
may be duly humbled for our own; 
and make it more viſible in our Pra- 
tice, that we teach our Selves, as well 


as Others. 
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4 PERSUASIVE 
Communion, 


q Baptizing Adult, or 
_ Grown Perſons. 


Shall then firſt apply my Self, to 
ſuch Adult or grown Perſons, 
who, though they go under the 
Chriſtian Name, yet were never 
Baptized. If this Paper comes to 
the Hands of any ſuch, I would 
propoſe ſome Conſiderations, to convince 
you of your Sin, and ( if the Lord ſhall 
WÞ!cſs them) bring you to Repentance ; 
B 3 and 
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and then give you ſome Councels, or 
Directions, for a right performance of 
your Duty. 

In Order to your Conviction, be Per- 
iwaded ſeriouſly to conſider theſe ſeven 
Things. 

Firſt, Conſider, That Baptiſm, 1s as 
much an Ordinance of Chriſt, as Preach- 
ing the Goſpel 1s; and to continue In 
uſe in the Chriſtian Chur ch, as long a 
that, (as appears by Chriſt's own Qem- 
mand, M7. 2.8. 18, 19, ( viz. ) to it 
End of the World ; and Þ it is as tfittch 
the Duty of all profeſſed Chriſtians, to 
receive the Ordiaance of Baptiſm ) 3 
to attend on the Ordinance of Preach- 
ing. For the ſame Authority that. etj- 
\1 joyns the one, enjoyns the other, There: 
# fore the neglect of it mnſt be {inful. And 
how dare you Live inany known Sin? 
Secondly, Conſider, That it is both 
0 . * the Duty of Chriſtian Parents, to bring 
'q their Chitdr&n unto Chriſt, and the Right 
| andPriviledge of ſuch Children, to be {of @& 
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| brought; to receive his Bleſſing : Mari m: 
10, 13,14, 15,16. And this Seal of thefſ © 
Covenant of Grace, under which the)Þſ be 
are as well as their Parents, Ger. 17. 7. Cl 
And fo muſt have a Goſyel- right £0 thi th: 


Ordinance, as have been ſuſhiciently pr J 
e 


full Communion, &Cc. 7 
ed, by many Judicious Pens, ( to which 1 
muſt refer you for more Light in this 
Point, if you need it, becauſe of 'my in- 
tended Brevity. ) | 

And if ſo, it muſt be the Sin of your 
Parents, that they brought you not to 
this Ordinance in your Infancy ; and by 
Conſequence, your Sin and loſs to neg- 
leQ it, ever ſince yon came to Years of 
Diſcretion, and a Capacity to Covenant 
with God, and preſent your ſelves to 


Baptiſm. 


Thirdly, Conſider, That your Parents 
ſinful neglect of their Duty, is no juſt 
Plea, or Excuſe for your negle@ of this 
Ordinance, fince you came to Years of 
Underſtanding ; for then it became your 
Duty, both to acquaint your ſelves with 
the Covenant of Grace, and give your 
own Underſtanding, and Hearty Conſent 
to it, and to teſtihie the ſame, by receiv 
Ing this Ordinance. | \ 

For Jews, or Heathens, ( when 1nſtru- 
ted in the Chriſtian Religion ) if they 
make a ſerious Profeſſion, of Faith in 
Chriſt, and Obedience to him, ought to 
be Baptized ; much more may the Adulr 
Children of Chriſtians, when they make 
the like Profeſſion, Ads 8. 36, &c. 

4. Conſider, That it looks as if yon 
B 4 were 


3 A. Perſuaſive to 
were aſhamed to own Chriſt, and Chri-t 
ſtianity ; that you do not ſo much ar 
wear the viſible Badge of his Diſciples Wh 
and Followers, 1. e. Baptiſm. For by] 
this Ordinance, Chriſtians are diſtin-WC 
guiſhed from all the reſt of Mankind BP 
and whileſt you want this mark of Di-ſo: 
ol 
ſt: 
re 
h1 
Ex 
i 


ſtinction, and yet profeſs Chriſtianity, 
you deſerve to be called Heathca-Chri 
ſtians, or Chriſtian- Zeatiezs, owning 
only the Name of Chrilts Followers, but 
ſeeming aſhamed of his Livery. And if 
you are indced aſhamed to own Chriſt, B4. 
or his Ordinances here before Men, he 
will be aſhamed to own you before his|ſtic 
Father, and the Angels hereafter, at.ſpnc 
8. 35. And how fad will their Conditi-Þ1n 
on be, whom Chriſt will not own 1n theſehe 
great Day ! Are you not loath to beff6e 
found amongſt ſuch at lalt ? Jan 
Fifthly, Conlider, That though theſe 
neglect of Baptiſm, may ſeem a ſinallÞre 
fault, ( if any ) to ignorant and inconlſ:- 
derate Perſons, yet it 1s indeed a great, 
and hainous Sin ; being down-right dif 
obedience to the Command of Chriſt, 
and a virtual fighting and practical re: 
fuling of the Covenant of Grace, 
which this 1s the vitible Sign and Seal;Fudg 
therefore 1 mult be very provoking . ep] 
the 


full Communion, &C. 9 


the Eyes of God. We find God threat- 
ned that Parent, who did not Circumciſe 
his Son, to cut him off from his People ; 
that is, either to exclude him from the 
Church of God, and all the Priviledges, 
Promiſes, and Bleſſings, belonging to it, 
or to cut him off, by an untimely and vi- 
olent Death, for ſo the Learned under- 
ſtand that Text, Ger. 17, 14. Compa- 
red with Exod. 31. 14. So that Moſes 
himſelf, was like to have been made an 
Example, for this Omiſſion. as Exod, 
4. 24. 

Here its worthy our ſerious Obſerva- 
tion, leaſt any ſhould think the Puniſh- 
{nent threatned, to be greater than the 
Sin deſerved ; God was pleaſed to give 
he Reaſon of it, in the formentioned, 
tm. 17. 14. He hath broken my Cove- 

want; God calls a Rejection and Con- 

empt, of the Seal of the Covenant, a 

reach of the Covenant it ſelf. 

Now if Baptiſm, come in the room of 
at, (urcumcition, ( as Proteſtants generally 

1{-Fonclude from Col. 2.11, 12.) And if 
ſt, 0d was ſo angry with his Servant A0- 

es, for neglecting to Circumciſe his Son, 

hat he met him, and fought to kill him: 

udge you, whether thoſe Parents that 

eplect to Paptize their Children, have 

19E 
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IO A Perſuafiue to 
not cauſe to fear that God is angry withha 
them alſo, though he doth not preſent. 
iy manifeſt it in his Providence, norÞſÞby 
can we ſuppoſe him, to be well-pleaſedwa 
with the Children of ſuch careleſs, oo 
erronious Parents, who imitate them in6p! 
Sin, when grown up, by Living in the 
negle& of this Ordinance. ſta 

Sixthly, Conſider, That ſuch as light{ha 
and negle& the outward Baptiſm of Waſj | 
ter, may juſtly fear, they were never} 
yet Partakers of the inward Baptiſm offfi | 
the Holy-Ghoſt, which 1s ſignified there-jma 
by, and that they are ſtill unſancified vſ 
or unholy Souls; for where the Spirit dffit | 
God comes with Power, he convincethvwh 
of Sin: John 16.8. and the negle& ofiv, 
any Ordinance of Chriſt, 1s one Sin oFjet 
which the Spirit, will certainly ConvincFor 
ſuch as are guilty, whenever he Workſſlin 
favingly on them, and if you have nolfFllgc 
had the Convincing-work of theyou 
Spirit upon you ; furely you know noÞyir 
thing of its Converting, Renewing, andand 
Sanctifying-work ; and if fo, ſhould youſlalt 
Dye in this Condition ; you have nF 5 
Ground ( that I know) to hope, for thince 
Witneſſing and Comforting-work of thiſFto 
Spirit in Death, nor for Eternal Likdin 
after it; for none but Holy Soukster 

have 


full Communion, &c. IT 
ſhave a Promiſe of theſe Bleſſings. 
| It's true, God can ſanQtifie the Sout 
by his Spirit, though the Body be not 
j maſhed with Water ; therefore, I do 
tot ſay, that none are ſantified by the 
Spirit, that are not Baptized with Wa- 
for ( doubtleſs) there are many In- 
inces of the contrary, as Ele& Infants 
ht that Dye before Baptiſm, and others. 
| But this I do aftirm, that ſeeing God 
«|iþbath been pleaſed to ſet up Ordinances 
«p 1 his Church, to be the Means of Grace, 
made it our Duty to uſe them, and doth 
i ſally Work Grace in and by them ; 
it is a Sin to negle& theſe Ordinances, 
tIwhere they may be had, and ſach as do 
ilſv. have Cauſe enough to fear they never 
ihe received any ſaving Benehrt by then : 
cor that would make them to prize Or- 
finances highly, and continue it! the di- 
otligent uſe of them. Now confider, Can 
heftfou be Content, to Live withont ſandi- 
10-Þying Grace, and Dye without Comfort, 
nd Ty well-grounded Hope of Heaven at 
rouWla 
nol Seventhly, Conſider, That the finful 
thence lect of one Ordinance, provokes God 
theſo withhold his Bleſſing from other Or- 
ikedinances, as a juſt and ſuitable Puniſh- 
o'rent of that Sin ; and I fear, this is one 
ave Rea- 
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Reaſon, why ſo many unbaptized Per-fſa, 
ſons profit little by Reading and Hear-fſ, 
i ing the Word. God ſometimes Threat. |: 
| ens a People, that though they hear theÞ. 
Word, they ſhall not underſtand ; and 
though they ſee, they ſhall not perceive, 
3 that their Hearts ſhall be made Fat, 
P their Ears heavy, and their Eyes ſhut; 
iu leaſt they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, 
ls and hear with their Ears, and  under- 
t} ſtand with their Hearts, and Convert 
jj and be Healed, as 1/a. 6. 9, 10. Should 


(ht 

} God ſay thus concerning ſuch as youſfktt: 
ff how miſerable would your Condition 

ji be? You have Cauſe to fear it, for your 

(| - Sin provokes him to it. 

Nt Suppoſing now, that theſe Confſideratiſyhj 


Þ ons duly weighed, may be ſufficient to 
A convince you of the ſinfulneſs, of your 
j neglecting Baptiſm, ( and they wall biff 
©; ſo, if the Holy Spirit of God ſets it 
F with them, for which I Pray. ( In tis (eſp 
F next Place, let me give you ſome plailffoy 
Councels and Directions, for the perforYſu] 
| mance of your Duty. | Dou 
£ Firſt, Be deeply humbled before thifas; | 
'Þ Lord, for your {inful neglect of this Orfang 
dinance hitherto; acknowledge it to Godffheh- 
I with Shame and Sorrow of Heart ; bY -, 
Pardon of it, in the Name of ChrilYygy 


Lb 


| Fl 


full Communion, &C. 13 
- Band reſolve to uſe all good endeavour, 
-Bduly to prepare for the Participation of 
- ſic, and fet preſently upon the Work, 
as remembring Time 1s ſhort, Life un- 
ertain, and delays in Soul-matters moſt 
langerous. 

Secondly, Get a Competent Knowledge 
ff the Principal or Foundation-Truths, 
f the Chriſtian-Religion, which the 


-B4ſſemblies Catechiſms, both Shorter and 
TtELarger, well Read and Conſidered will 
help you to, ( if you have not already 


attained it ) eſpecially acquaint your 
elves well, with the Nature of the Co- 
enant of Grace, and the Gofpel-ſeals 
f it, Baptiſm, and the Lords-Supper, 
hich the Sacramental Catechiſm opens 
0 you. 
ws Thirdly, For your better Help 1n this 
Eercat Concern, apply your ſelves to 
ffome able, and faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, 
(eſpecially to ſuch, under whoſe Miniſtry 
uSjou do ordinarily fit, ) and open your 
FSouls Caſe to him, propound your 
Doubts or Scruples, ( if you have any ) 
Mz his ſpiritual Counſel, or Inſtruction 
r p -_ his Prayers to God in your 
Jchalt. — 
Ay Fourthly, Beg earneſtly of God, that 
w jou may haye compleat Baptiſm, = be 
JJ ap-- 
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baptized not only outward with Wate,$% 
but inwardly by the Holy Ghoſt, af 
John 3. 5. And have not only the waſþ- 
ing of Regeneration, but the Renewing ſtr 
of the Holy Ghoſt; as Tit. 3. 5. Pray, l 2 
that you may be meritoriouſly waſhed, [pe 
from the guilt of Sin, by the Blood ofi-* 
Chriſt, and efficaciouſly waſhed from theſſf®! 
filth and Power of Sin, by the Spirit of" 
Chriſt, 1 Joh» 1. 7, Rev.1.5: 1 Co, | 
G6. Il. = _ 
Fifthly, Give your Underſtanding,ſ"'> 
and hearty Conſent to the Covenant dF... 
Grace, and humbly, and thankfully av"? 
cept and chuſe JEHOV AH, the onhſF*! 
Living and True God, to be your God: 
and give up your ſelves to him as hif*/ 
Covenant Servants, as 1/ja. 44. 5. and - 
Iſa. 56. 4, 5- When this 1s done, you < 
may humbly Claim the Ordinance olf®*? 
Baptiſm, as your Right and Priviledge - 
being a Seal to confirm the Covenant"! 
between God and your Souls. C 
Now. as for the Manner of Admini - 
{tration, that is to be left to the Pruf * 
dence of the Miniſters of Chriſt, who||*"* 
are to be the Diſpenſers of this, and al” 
other Goſpel-Ordinances ; I pretend ndl 0c 
to preſcribe to any : But hope I ſtall"?! 
offend none by giving an account of if als 
OW 
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own Practice, which I ſubmit to the 
Cenſure, of more mature Judgments. 
When by Conference with, and In- 
ſtruction of the Perſon ſeeking Baptiſm, 
; [ apprehend Him, or Her to have a Go- 
Rfpcl-right to, and fitneſs for it: At the 
ime of Adminiſtration, I firſt ſpeak 
Something touching the Nature, Uſe, 
gp2d Ends of this Ordinance, and the 
, (Covenant of Grace, to which it doth be- 
"Wong : And thea ſeek the Lord by Pray- 
r, for his Bleſſing on 1t. 
; Then I propoſe theſe following Que- 
ons to the Adult Perſon that is to be 
i Baptized, and receive his Anſwers. 


| 
) 


- 
y < 


i Q. Were You never yet Baptized, as far 
J 


Ws youu do under fhand ? 
A, No. 
Q. Are you willing, and deſirous to be 
Waptized ? 
| 4. Yes, It is my earneſt, and hearty 
cle. 
"þ Q. Why do you deſire to be Baptized ? 
ni 4. 1 deſire tor theſe two Reaſons. 
ll Firſt, Becauſe by receiving this Ordl- 
hoſÞ-2nc2, 1 would profeſs and teſtihe my 
{conſent to the Covenant of Grace, with 
ao$29d the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
zalſÞaptiſm being one of the Signs, and 
mmſÞ315 thereof, 
Wi Secgnd - 
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Secondly, Becauſe I would hereby he 
ingrafted, into the Myſtical Body, of Yd: 
Chriſt his Church, and be owned as ; 
Member thereof, this being the Ordiin 
nance of Admiſſion. | i 

Q. Seeing none have a Goſpel-right uſde 
Baptiſm, but profeſſed Believers, —_ therffra 
Seed, do you profeſs Faith, in the Lord Jeſu n 
Cbriſt, and Obedience to him, according til 


the Goſpel ? | 122 
A, 1 do ſolemnly, and fincerely pro | 
feſs the ſame. nt 


Q. What be the Chief Articles of toi: 
Chriſtian Faith, which you profeſs to Big 
lieve ? Is 

A. Thoſe which are contained in th all 
Crced, commonly Called the Apoſtle 
Creed, T Believe in God the Fathſſe. 
Amighty, Maker of Heaven ail Q 


Eart 
Q. Do you know what Eſtate you wel 4 


Born in ? on 
A. Yes, I have Learned by the Wor ra 

of God, that I, and all Mankind, al 0 al 

Born in a State of Sin, and Miſery. cl, 

Q. How came Mankind into this fu. 
and miſerable Eſtate ? 

A. Mankind fell into this Eſtate, y 4 
the firſt Sin of our firſt Parents, Adan 00d 
and Eve, or by their Eating the forbid Ime 
den Fruit. Q. D 
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Q. Did all Mankind then fall m A- 
dam's firſt Tranſgreſſion ? rs 

A. Yes, The Covenant of Works be- 
ing made with Adam, not only for him- 
Melf but for his Poſterity, all Mankind 
deſcending from him by ordinary Gene- 
ration, ſinned in him, and fell with him 
n his firſt Tranſgreſſion. . 

Q. What is the ſanfulneſs of that Fſtate 
Wrhereimto Man fell 2 

A. The ſinfulneſs of that Eſtate where- 
Wnto Man fell, conſiſts in the guilt of A- 
Was firſt Sin, the want of Original 
AMightcouſneſs, and the Corruption of 
Wis whole Nature, (which is commonly 
IrFalled Original Sin) together with all. 
lCtval Tranſgreſſions which proceed from 
Jul”: 
my Q. What is the Miſery of that Eftate 

bereinto Man fell ? 

vl 4. All Mankind by their Fall, loſt 
Kommunion with God ; are under his 
oFVrath, and Curſe, and ſo made liable 4 
aro all Miſeries in this Life, to Death it 
TI, and to the Pains of Hell for ever. 
Jl Q. D:d God leave all Mankind to pe- 

Wh in the Eſtate of Sin and Miſery ? 
, I 4. No, God having out of his meer 
anggood Pleaſure from all Eternity, elected 
" me to Everlaſting Lite, did enter into 
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a Covenant of Grace, to deliver them 
out of the State of Sin, and Miſery, and 
to bring them into a State of Salvatiou 
by a Redeemer. 

Q Who is the Redeemer of Gods Ele 1 ; 

. The ouly Redeemer of Gods Eft 
wy is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who being 
the Eternal Son of God, became Man 
and fo was, and continueth to be Gt 
and 7 Main, 1n two diſtindt Natures andſo 
one Perſon for ever. 

Q. How may we be made Partakers 0 
the Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt ? 

A. We may be made Partakers of the 
Redemption purchaſed by Chrift, by tix 
Effectual Application of it to us by hu 
Holy Spirit. 

Q, How doth the Spirit atoly to us tion 
Redemption purchaſed by Chris} ? 

4. The Spirit applies to us the Re 
demption purchaſed by Chriſt, by work 
ing Faith in us, and therebs i Uniting 
tO Chriit in our Eftectual Calling, 

Q, IVhat is Effettual C: ailing ? 

A. Eitectual Calling 1s the V Jork.o 
God's Spirit, whereby convincing vs 6 
our Gin and Muery, inlightenog Oll 
Minds in the Kn owledge of Chriſt, al 
renewing our Wills, ne Goth . perſwad 
and enable ns to embrace Jeſus Chru 1 


[i 
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he is freely offered to us in the Go- 
{pel. 
ug Q., What doth every Sin | deſes ve ? 
A. Every Sin deſerves God's Wrath 

?M and Curſe, both in this Life, and that 
EM which is to come. 
ny Q. What doth God require of us to cſcate 
nt bis Wrath and Curſe, die to ns for Sin ? 
an -/. To eſcape the Wrath and Curie 
ad of God due to vs for Sin, God requireti 

of us Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Repentance 
 offunto Lite, with a diligent uſe of all our- 
ward means, w hereby Chriſt communt- 
cates to us the Benefits of Redemption. 

Q. What 1s Faith in Jeſus Chr1$7 ? 

A. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt 1s a faving 
Grace, whereby ve recelve, and reit uÞ- 
on him alone for Salvarion, as he 1s of- 
ered to vs 1n the Goſpel. 

Q. What 1s Repentancs uto Life ? 

A. Repentance unto Life 1s a ſaving 
race, whereby a Sinner out of a true 
Senſe of his Sin, and Appreheniion or 
tne Mercy of God in Chriſt, doth, with 
Erick and hatred of his Sin, turn from it 
nto God, with Purpoſe of, and endea- 
ours after new Obedience. 

Q. What are the Outward, and C ramary 
ens whereby Chriſt rommunicateth f0 us 
Wc Benefits of 7 Redempiio, 17 

| LE -2 Ah 
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A. The Ontward, and Ordinary 
Means whereby Chriſt communicateth to 
us the Benefits of Redemption, are hi / 
Ordinances ; eſpecially the Word, $- 
craments, and Prayers, all which are 
made Fffecual to the Elc& for Salvati- - 
ON. 

Q. Which be the Sacraments of the New f 
Teſt ament ? Y is 

A. The Sacraments of the New Te i 
ſtament are Baptiſm, and the Lords Sup- 1 

er. 

Q. Wh. is Baptiſm ? | c| 

A. Baptiſm is an Holy Ordinance, in? 
ſtituted by Chriſt, wherein the waſhing * 
with Water, in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, doth Signifie and 
Seal our ingrafring into Chriſt, our Par: 
taking of the Benefits of the New Cove 
nant, and onr Engagement to be th 
Lords. 

Q. What is the New-Covenant, of whit 
Baptiſm 1s a Sign and Seal ? 

A. The New-Covenant, or Covenant 
of Grace, is an Holy Contra&, or A 
greement between God, and his Eled 
in Chriſt; wherein, for the ſake 0 
Chriſt, he promiſeth them Pardon and 


Life upon their Repenting of Sin, ali 4 
believing 1n Chrilt the Say1our. +. 


Q 
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|  Q. Do you heartily Conſent to this Cove- 
nant of Grace with the Living and True 
God ? 

A. I Hope through Grace 1 do, and 
therefore I do here ( as in the Preſence 
of God, and before this Congregation ) 
M ſeriouſly profeſs to Repent of my Sins 
WM againſt God, to renounce the World, 
. Mthe Fleſh, and the Devil; and to take 
the only Living and True 'God, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, for my only God and 
chief Good, my Father, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier 3 "and do give up my whole 
Self, Soul, and Body to be Gods Cove- 
nant. Servant. for ever. 

When theſe Queſtions are thats An- 
ar iwered, I apply my Self to the Anſwerer 

| bt theſe or the ike Words. 

Upon this credible Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, which you have now 
made, and your ſolemn entering into 
Covenant with God ; I as a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, do receive you in his Name, and 
hall adminiſter this Holy Ordinance of 
AY baptiſin to you ; Exhorting, and Com- 
manding you to "hold faſt this Chriſtian 
Faith, and be faithful and ſtedfaſt in 
keeping Covenant with God, yielding 
nm chearful Obedience all your Days; 
M tfat the Bleſſings promiſed in the Cove- 
C43 nant | 
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nant may be your Portion in Time andſi 

k Rbeaicy, ( 
Thea I adminiſter the Ordinance, by Wi! 

Dipping the Face of the Perſon in 'theſſſc 

Water, and fo cloſe the Aion with! 

Prayer, and the Bleſling. 


Of the Tranſition, or paſſhng of Church- 
Aemiers from their Infant to their Adult-N 
fate , and of their Admnjſioa to tio 
Lords-Supper, and full Communon with! 
the Church. 


As it is the comfortable Priviledge of! 
Chriſtian Parents, to bring their Chil-ſot 
dren unto Chriſt in their "Infancy, andſtc 
to ſee them owned as in the ſame Cove-We! 
nant with God, together with them-1 
ſelves; by receiving ' Baptiſm, the Siguſſſth 
and Seal thereof; ſo it is their unqueſtt Ni 
onable Duty to inſtru& them ( as ſoonÞ! 
as they are capable to Learn ) in theſſÞfu 
Knowledg of God, and of the Covenant[ii 
{olemnrzed in Baptiſm, the ; Nature, Uſe; Nl 
and Ends of it, and the Seals thereof; mor 
and to 2cquaint them ( when grown up}! 
to Years of Underſtanding, and compe-J£'2 
Far initructed in the Chriſtian Relig 10 
cn) that it is their Duty, and will beÞtn 


thcir Fatereſ to give their own actual ]- 
and 
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and hearty Conlent to their Baptiſinal- 
Covenant ( ſeeing the Conſent of Parents 
by Win their behalf, will ſerve them no long- 
he Mer then until they are capable to Conſent 
ith Mor themſelves) which if they refuſe or 

neglect to do, they forfeit the Benefits, 

and Bleſſings of the Covenant. And 
<-Mthat they ought to delire, and prepare 
it-Mior the Renewing of their Covenant 
te with God,by receiving the Lords-Supper, 
athMthat being the other confirming Seal 
thereof, 

But alas ! The Generality of Parents 
infully, and ſhamefully neglect the Souls 
of their Children, (and their own Souls 
too ) at this Day ; breeding them up in 
eros Ienorance of the very Foundation- 
Truths of Chriſtianity, by which means 
the moſt of our Youth, either regard not 
Religion at all, or only content them- 
elves to be now and then preſent in our 
Publick Religious Aſſemblies, ( to which 
lney are led more by Cuſtom, and Ex- 
ample, then by any Senſe of Religion, 
or Conſcience toward God ) little mind- 
Ing what is ſaid, or done there, becauſe 
: indeed they underftand little of it, and 
gj- ji are little the wiſer, or better for what 
beſlcney hear ; Continue Strangers to the 
al, bite and P OWer of Godlinet5 | lie open to 
G 4 Temp- 
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NENMEORE, - 


Temptations, and are eaſily carried a, 
way to Error, or Prophanenels. 

The Lord convince ſuch Careleſs, and 
Cruel Parents of this crying Sin, give 
them Repentance, and quicken them to 
their neglected Duty toward the Soul 
of their Children, or elſe I fear the next 
Age will degenerate into down-right 
Heatheniſm, and Atheiſm. 

If any of them ſhall caſt their Eyes on 
this Paper, I intreat them to ſpend on: 
hour in the ſerious Conſideration of thek 
few Particulars. | 

Firſt, Conſider the preciouſneſs of your 
Childrens Souls, they are Heaven-borg, 
Immortal Spirits, capable to know, fear, 
love and ſerve the God that made them 
here, and to ſee and injoy him for ever 
hereafter: And fo are more worthy 
your Love, and care than their Bodies; 
yea, one Soul is of greater value tha 
the whole World ; and ſhould you not be 
much more concern'd for their preſent, 
and future Welfare and Happineſs! 
What? Will you ſuffer ſo precious 1 


Thing as the Soul of a Child, to be lol 
for ever, through your ſloth and care- 
leſneſs? when your Love to them will 
make you ready to hazzard your owl 
Lives, to fave their Bodies from a Threat- 
Seconds, 


ning Danger ! 
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Secondly, Conſider the need they have 
of Inſtruction, for they come into the 
World ſpiritually Blind, and Ignorant of 
God and Chriſt, yea of themſelves too ; 
they know not their ſinful, miſerable, 
and dangerous State by Nature; the 
need they have of a Saviour, nor what 
they muſt do to be faved : The future 
Happineſs of Saints in Heaven, nor the 
dreadful Puniſhment of Sinners in Hell ; 
and that. which yet makes their Condition 
the more deplorable, 1s, that uſually 
they deſire not the Knowledge of theſe 
Things, but are rather unwilling to be 
Inſtructed, and Love Darkneſs rather 
than Light, 

Now one would think, you that have 
the Bowels of Parents, ſhould Pity the 
Blind , Compaſſhonate your Ignorant 


es; Children, and do what you can for their 


Cure; though you were under no other 
Law, but that of Nature to do It. 
Thirdly, Conſider, God hath made it 


your indiſpenſible Duty by his Poſitive, 


and expreſs Command to Teach your 
Children, his Revealed Mind and Wil, 


-K itn the greateſt Care, Conſtancy, and 


Diligence, Read, and weigh thoſe Scrip- 
tures, Dezt. 6.6, 7. Prov. 22.6. Eph. 6. 


left 
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left to your Pleaſure to do it or not; 
your neglect of it isa direct Diſobedience 
to the Law of God, and how will you be 
able to Anſwer it to God in the Day of 
your Account ? | 

Fourthly, Conſider, God hath intruſt- 
ed you with Authority over your Chll- 
dren, to Command them to Learn the 
Knowledge of God,and of his Will and to 
obey it; and hath commanded your Chil- 
dren to Honour and Obey you herein, 
and expects you ſhould: uſe your Autho- 
rity over them ; eſpecially to this End, 
and Godly Parents have ſo done, and 
are commended in Scripture for it. Read 
and Conlider, Eph, 6. 1, 2, 3. 1 Chron 
28. 9. Gen. 18. 19. | 

You Uſe this Power over them for 
your ſelves, in requiring them to Obey 
vour Wills; and will you not alfo vſe it 
for your God, who gave it, and for the 
gocd of your dear Childrens Souls ? 

Fifthly, Conſider, if your Children 
Live and Dye in Ignorance of Soul-ſa- 
ving Truths, they will periſh for: ever; 
and if they do ſo through your default, 
or neglect of Inſtructing them, their Sul 
will hereby become yours; and God wil 
require their Blood at your Hands. Sex 
206.11, 2 Tbe/- 1, 7, 5 9; 


Now, 
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Now, do you not cry out of thoſe, 
33 Monſters in Nature, Wolves, and 
x | Tygers in humane Shape; yea, worſe 
f Þ than Beaſts, who Murder their own 

Children, and imbrue their Hands in 
t- Þ their own tender Infants Blood ? How 
|- Þ much greater Monſters are thoie Parents, 
ie Þ who ſtarve the Souls of their Children, 
to by with-holding ſpiritual Food from 
l- EF them, and fo help them forward to- 
n, B ward Eternal Deſtruction: And are you 
0- willing to be found in the number of 
d, B fuch bloody Parents at the laſt Day, and 
ſto have your Portion with them for 
1d ever ? 
7". If theſe Conſiderations have convin- 

Wcd you, how finfnl your neglects of 
or inſtruting your Children and Families 
e ſhave been, and impreſſed your Souls 
KB with ſach a Senſe of your Duty, that 
e jou reſolve upon it in the Strength of 

Chriſt for the Time to come? This will 
e prepare you to accept cf, and hearken 
a-Fto a Word of Counſel, which I will of- 
r; fer you alſo in a few Particulars. 
It, F:r{. See that you are well acquainted 
Il B with the Knowledge of God and Chriſt, 
MM his Will and Worſhip, your ſeves, that 
x 70u may be capable of Teaching your 
Children ; Remember Gcd requires Pa- 
rents 


a- _ Ce ee ne EE ED - - 
EDDIE ECG. £ I. IT W== 


meer ne Gp" —— > _" __ 
—_———— SR INI BIOL os 


- 
— 
=> 
—— X 


—_ I" > ang 


* _ y—_— —— 
& = - 


ES a a i a IE 


. —— 
n_—_ 


wn 


CR EIS 
p—_ - 
FEm_e.: Fo 


%* wRny 
pag = ha 
ay ——_— 
TITS. EEE "Int 
* 
_ 
—_— — NO ret me 
—_— 


28 A Perſuaſive to 


rents firſt to get his Word into their 
own Hearts, and then to Teach them di. 
ligently to their Children, Deut. 6. 6. *Tis 
impoſlible for you to inſtru& others in 
that, which you have not learnt your 
ſelves. 

It's very fad to obſerve, that many 
Parents are but Children in Underſtay 
ding, and that when for the Time they 
have lived under the Means of Know- 
ledge, they might have been ſuch good 
Proficients, or Schollars in the School of 
Chriſt, as to be able to Teach their Fa- 
mulies, they themſelves need to be taught 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, 
as Heb. 5. 12. 

I am perſwaded this is the Grand 
( though not the only ) Reaſon, why 
Family-duties are ſo generally diſnſed at 
this Day, *tis not ſo much ont of a dif 
like of, or a Malignity againſt the work 
it ſelf in many ; as for want of Ability 
to perform it, and this Impediment cal 
be no ways removed, but by the Bleſſing 
of God on a diligent uſe of due Means 
for the obtaining ſuch an Ability. There- 
fore, if you are indeed too Ignorant d 
the Will of God, be aſhamed of your lg 
norance and Sloth, but not aſhamed to 
Learn, though Late, yet better Jate the 
never. Second), 


Secondly, Having got a competent Mea- 
ſure of Knowledge your ſelves, begin 
our Work of Teaching your Children 
nes; be dropping and inſtilling, 
ſome of the plaineſt, eaſieſt and moſt 
neceſſary Truths into them, as ſoon as - 
you find them capable to Learn, and to 
remember. Be frequent at it, to Im- 
vB preſs them the more firmly on their Me- 
WF mories ; when they can Read, put Cate- 
"Hf chiſms into their Hands, and require 
0 them to Learn them, to Read the Holy 
bu Scriptures daily, Hear Sermons, and 
4M take Account of them,what they Remem- 
ber ; and Diſcourſe with them about the 
0, ff Truths heard, to help them to a clearer 
Underſtanding of them ; and labour to 
ol fect their Hearts with thoſe Truths that 
TY chiefly concern them ; and Charge them 
a.l eſpecially to commit ſuch to their Memo- 
ries, encouraging the Diligent, by your 
Commendations and Rewards, and quic- 
kening the Negligent, by Reproofs and 
moderate Corrections. 
wy Thirdly, Be much in Prayer to God, 
ab both for and with your Children, beg- 
ging a Bleſſing on your Inſtructions ; 
Pray your ſelves, and teach them to 
Pray, that God would ſecond your en- 
deayours, and ſucceed all the Means __- 
or 
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for their Inſtructions by the Inward and 
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Effe&ual Teaching of his Holy Spirit, 
to open their Underſtanding, ſtrengthen 
and fanctihe their Memories, Write hi 
Law in their Hearts, and put bis Truth in- 
to their Inward Parts ;, that they may un- 
derſtand ſpiritual Truths ſpiritually, and 
be made wiſe to Salvation. 

 Fourthly, Set before your Children 2 
good Example of Sobriety, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs in your own Lives: 
ſ:zcond your Godly Inftructions with 1 
Godly Converſation;let them ſee by your 


own Obedience to the Will of God, that 


yon believe the. Truths which yous "teach 
them; and preſs no other Duties on them, 
than what you make Conſcience to per- 
form your ſelves : Then will your Inſtru- 
tions be mott like to prove Effectual, for 
your Children are naturally prone to imi- 
tate you in their Practice ; more apt to 
be led by the Eye then by the Ear, and 
more inclinable to do as you do, "than 
as you {ay, or Command. | 
Conld you be perſwaded to follow 
theſe plain and neceſſary Conniels, your 
Children would have the Benefit, you 
viould have the Comfort, the Churct 
would be Enlarged, and God would be 


Glorified : And what ſhould you not be 
W3lling 


full Communion, SC. 3T 
wiling to do within your Power for 
ſach deſirable Ends as theſe ? 

But if any Chriſtian Parents remain 
yet unperſwadable by theſe Arguments, 
to ſet about this Duty, their ſinful neg- 
I:& will become the more 1nexcuſable, 
and themſelves the more unworthy of 
that Honourable Name by which they 
are called. 

Bleſſed be God, there are yet ſome 
Pious Parents left among us, who have 
a Senſe of their Duty ; and endeavour to 
bring up their Children in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord; and I 
hope the late unanimous Labours of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt in and about this Ci-- 
ty, preſſing their reſpective Congregati- 
ons to the Revival of Family-worſhip, 
haye been ſignally Bleſſed for the In- 
creaſe of the Number of ſuch, and that 
this is one good preſfage of Gods conti- 
ning his Candleſtick in the midſt of us. 
For Religious Families are the Seed-Plots 
of Picty, and the Nurſeries of the 
Church, ſo that if theie flouriſh ( which 
God grant) the Church will from them 
be ſupplied and enlarged. 

There are alſo ſome Adult Perſons 
whom ( though their Parents wretch- 
edly negleced their Sovls in their Mino- 
rity, 


-Þ A Perſuaſeve to 
rity, yet) God is pleaſed to awaken 
and Inlighten, Convince and Convert 
by the Publick Miniſtry, and fo are 
brovght into Chriſt, and joyn themſelve 
for full Communion with the Particular 
Churches of Chriſt. 

Though alas! the Number of - Con- 
verts 1n our Days 1s {mall in Compariſon | 
with what hath been in former Ages, 5 
as Goſpel-Miniſters generally obſerve too 
their Grief, and this proves us to be up- |: 
on the decaying Hand. N 

And though it be the certain Duty of ſc 
all Adult Perſons, that make a ſerious; 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity to joyn them-þ# 
ſelve3 to ſome Particular Church in Or-t 
der to a Participation of all. Goſpel-Or-i{ 
dinances, and Church-Priviledges, yen 
the far greater Number live in the ſhame- ij 
ful neglect hereof, ſome to thirty, for-Mec 
ty, yea fifty Years of Age, and yed 
never received the Lords-Supper.  {þo 

Theſe may properly be call'd Chriſti-Þ 
ans at large, or looſe Profeſſors, if not; 
for the Looſeneſs, and Immoralities off: 
their Lives, yet for ſitting ſo looſe from ſpp 
the ſtricter Rules of Religion, and for a 
their backwardneſs to come wholly un-ſſþor 
der the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, though it I a 
really a far eaſier Yoke than that of s- et 

0 
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o ſuch as theſe I wouid 1a the next 
Place make an Addreſs, attempting to 
onvince them of, and diſſiade them 
from their $1N, and to inſtruct them in, 
2nd perſuade them to their Duty. 
For your Conviction, I offer you theſe 
ollowing Confiderations. 

Firſt, Conſider, until you are foyned 
o ſome Particular Church of Chriſt; 
ou come not under the ſpecial Care, 
vidance and Overſigat of any Paſtor, 
nd ſo loſe the Spiritual Benefit of that 
Relation, which may be a greater Dain- 
us Frage to your: Souls, then you are aware 
N- £ for in divers Caſes you Will need 
r- ici: ſpecial help by Way of Counce}, 
r-Biſtruction,, Support, or Comfort, tv 
ja Maſrer your Doubts, Encourage you a- 
K- Faint your Fears, Succour you under 
r- El emptations, ©. "The want of a skilfal 
yet Md faithful Soul-friend in ſach Caſes 
| Would be greatly Prejudicial to you. 
ſti-M Secondly, Conftider, until you are thus 
not yned, you neglect one of the Holy Or- 
ofldarices of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his 
on Þppcr, the laft that he Inftitutcd, lefe 
for Þ a ſtanding Monument of his Matchlef 
ul-Yove to his Church in Dying for it, and 
eſa means to Perpctuate the Ms 2mory 
10 Wereof in all Future Ages, and as ano- 
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A Perſuaſeve to 
rity, yet) God is pleaſed to awakeq 
and Inlighten, Convince and Convert 
by the Publick Miniſtry, and fo are 
brovght into Chriſt, and joyn themſelves 
for full Communion with the Particular 
Churches of Chriſt. 

Though alas! the Number of - Con- 
verts 1 our Days 1s {mall in Compariſon 
with what hath been in former Ages, 
as Goſpel-Miniſters generally obſerve to 
their Grief, and this proves us to be up- 
on the decaying Hand. 

And though it be the certain Duty of 
all Adult Perſons, that make a ſerious 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity to joyn them- 
ſelve3 to ſome Particular Church in Or- 
der to a Participation of all. Goſpel-Or- 
dinances, and Church-Priviledges, yet 
the far greater Number live in the ſhame- 
ful neglect hereof, ſome to thirty, for- 
ty, yea fifty Years of Age, and yet 
never received the Lords-Supper. 

Theſe may properly be calld Chriſti- 


ans at large, or looſe Profeſſors, if not. 
for the Looſeneſs, and Immoralities of 


their Lives, yet for ſitting ſo looſe from 
the ſtricter Rules of Religion, and for 
their backwardneſs to come wholly un- 


der the Yoke of Jeſus Chriſt, though it be þ 


really a far eaſier Yoke than that of Sin, 
10 


full Communion, KC. 33 
To ſuch as theſe I would ia the next 
Place make aun Addreſs, attempting to 
Convince them of, and difſiiade them 
from their Sin, and to inſtruct them in, 
2nd perſuade them to their Duty, 

For your Conviction, I otter you theſe 
following Conſiderations. 

Firſt, Conſider, until you are Joyned 
to ſome Particular Church of Chriſt; 
you come not under the ſpecial Care, 
Guidance and Overſight of any Paſtor, 
and ſo loſe the Spiritual Benefit of that 
Relation, which may be a greater Damn- 
mage tO your Souls, then you are aware 
of ; tor 1n divers Caſes you will need 
heir ſpecial help by Way of Councs], 
laſtruction, Support, or Comfort, tv 
Anſwer your Doubts, Encourage you a- 
zainit your Fears, Succour you under 
Temptations, &c. The want of a skilfal 
nd faithful Soul-friend in, ſach Caſes 
rould be greatly Prcjudicial to you. 

Secondly, Coniider, until you are thus 
0o7ned, you negle& one of the Holy Or- 
linances of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his 
upper, the laſt that he Inſtituted, left 
SA ſtanding Monument of his Matchle$ 
ove to his Church in Dying for it, and 
s a means to Perpct are the Memory 


Whcreof 5 In all Future Ages, ng 45 ano- 
'Þ; ther 


34 A Perſuaſive to 
ther Sign and Seal of the Covenant of 
Grace. An Ordinance, wherein he pro- 
poſeth hinelf as the ſpiritual Food of Þ 
Believers, to refreſh and fatisfie their 
Souls, increaſe their Grace, and nouriſh} 
them to Life Eternal; fo that by the nep-ſſ 
lect of this Ordinance, 
1, You Contract the guilt of greatf{ 
Sin upon your Souls, for it 1s a dire& Diſ-o 
obedience to the expreſs Command 6 
Chriſt, who ſaith, Take, Eat, &c. Drinifa 
ye all of it, and Do this in Remembrance of 
me. Therefore to neglect it, is pradti-NÞy; 
cally to forget Chriſt, and if you fore 
him, how can you Hope he will remen-JB1 
ber you ? | | if 
2. You loſe the Spiritual Benefit andÞO 
Comfort of this Ordinance, the novriſh- 
ment and ſtrengthening of your Souls in 
Grace, which you need as well as others, 
and hereby give God juſt Cauſe to with-on 
hold his Bleſſing from other Ordinance; 
And is this a loſs that you can eaſily bear! 
Is it much at one with you, whether yd 
Profit by the Means of Grace, or no ! li 
ſo, you are ( doubtleſs ) yet ſtrange!}Fple 
to Chriſt and Grace, and in a wretchelſſ( r} 
State. | It 1 
3. You Grieve and Diſcourage, tiFF1q 
Miniſters of Chriſt in their Work, anfftak; 
gn 
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give them occaſion to fear that all their 
0- | Labours are loſt upon you ; 'T hat you be- 
of lieve not their true Reports of the Will 
rfl of God, nor make due Application of 
ih the Word they Preach, to your own 
5M Hearts, and Lives, and ſo receive this 
Grace of God in Vain. This muſt needs 
ſadden the-Hearts, and weaken the Hands 
i-Nof the Servants of Chriſt in their Work. 
4. You Scandalize other Chriſtians, 
and Tempt them to think that you are 
but Formaliſts, and Hypocrites, taking 
up only with an empty Name, and Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, but ignorant of the 
-BLife and Power of Godlineſs. To be ſure 
f you have Grace, the neglect of this 
Ordinance, ( which IS appointed as a 
I-Y Principal Means to ſtrengthen and in- 
S Wicreaſe 1t ) is a plain Evidence, that your 
Grace is but ſmall, and weak, and rather 
yon the decaying than orowing Hand, 
oY 5. Youſetanill Example before Young- 
ar Fer Perſons, and "Tempt them to live 1n 
y0Fthe neglect of this Ordinance alſo, (for 
: they are more apt to follow Ev: Exam- 
ples than Good ) they will be ready 
hel (through lenorancc) to Conclude, that 
It1s no Sin, becauſe they ſee you, their 
thFflders and Betters do ſo ; and that Par- 
antaking of this Ordinance” 15 no neccllary 
gui LY) 2 LIuty , | 
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Luſty, but a' meer Arbitrary Thing 
that may be done, or not done at Plex. 
ſure; And would you be guilty of lead. 
ng Young Ones 1nto ſuch an Error ? Dy 
you not ſee the malignant Influence 
bad Examples on the moſt of Mankird 
eſpecially on Youth ? And do you not 
know that you Contrat the guilt of al 
the Sins of others, into which they ar 
drawn by your Example ? And have yo 
not Sins enough of your own ? O there. 
fore beware of partaking with othe 
Mens Sins, keep your ſelves Pure, 1 Tm 
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F-,2 And do not Live in the neglecto a 
tlits "Ordin ance any longer for othenf * 
S2KCS, as well as for your own. C 


Thir dly, Conſider, until you are Joys} * 
-d to ſome Particular Church of Chrit] © 
you looſe the Benefit alſo of divers otheſſ | 
Church Privitedges, ſuch as Comminio! ( 
with the Choiceſt, and moſt Experienſ ® 
52d Chriitians, an Intereſt in their ipe 
cial Love, their Watchfulneſs over you 
_ Helpfulneſs s to you by Inſtruction 

\amomttons, Exhortations, Sympathi] 
* your Aﬀictions, Confolations, Con 
munication of Experieaces, Prayers, vi 

Aud no wiſe Perſon would {light ſuc 
Priviledges, and ſpiritual Helps as thek 


that knows how needful and uſeful tht 
ma 
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ing, | 49 be to him in this imperfect State. 
leaf Forrthly, Conſider, until you are Joyn- 
d to ſome Particular Church of Chriſt, 
you lye more open to Temptations from 
rour Souls Enemies, and will be more 
cafily overcome by them, for the Senſe 
noÞ and Conlideration of thoſe folema and 
Ea fecred Bonds, which you have laid upon 
ar} four Sous, by a Publick owning your 
youſ Baptiſmal Covenant, and actual Renew- 
ere. ing of it 1n Receiving the Lord's Supper ; 
therſſ 111 be apt mightily to awe your Con- 
iciences, keep you cloſer to your Duties, 
and make you more watchful, and reſo- 
iute againſt Temptations, and ready to 
cry out, when afſtaulted, How ſrall I do 
tis great Wicked-:eſs, and Sin apgainſs that 
Goa, whom I have choſen, anc to whom 
| have given up my Self, to Lave, Fear, 
Obey, and Serve him i an Holy Cove- 
nant for ever ? 

Let theſe, and ſach like Things be fe- 
vouf Fiouſly Conſidered, until you are Con- 
on vinced of the finfulneſs of your Neglects, 
and humbled tor them, and convinced 
alſo of your Duty, and made willing to 
(ct upon it, 7 ſay Willizg ; for I think ir 
very ſinful to force Pericas into Church - 
es, or frighten them into that Partict- 
pation of Sacraments by Threatning Pe- 
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38 A Perſnaffoe to 
nal Laws, &c. Seeing I find not, that 
Chriſt the Head of the Shur ch, hath en. 
traſted any Man, or Society of Men with | 9 
ſuch a Coercive Power, or that he would || \ 
have any preſt into his Service. Cer-|ſ ! 
tainly he accepts of none but Volunteers, 
and though none are ſuch by Nature, he 
makes all thoſe ſuch by efficacious Grace 
whom he receives. *T1s true, Chriſ 
Commanded his Servants, Goſyel- Mint- 
ters, to Compel Men to come in to his 
ipiritual Feaſt, Luke 14.23. But {urely 
e means not, "that they ſhould uſe any 
outward Violence to their Perſons, or 
drive tnem in by Staves, Whips, or 
Swords, No, nor with Pecuniary Mulcs, 
or Fines, for the uſe of theſe belong 
only to the Civil Magiſtrate. Chriſt com- 
mitted no Civil Power to his Miniſters; 
Their Buſineſs was with Mens Souls, 
which they were to deal with in a Wayſj : 
i agrecavlie to their Rational Nature :; pro- 
| if poiing to them weighty Arguments to 
:tavite, and perſwade them to accept of 
the Kindneſs oficred, and though theſe 
_ are not ſufficient to prevail upon 
tho depraved Wills of Men ; yet God, 
ioyning the Tow rard | Powertul Workings 
of his Holy Spirit, to the outward Mini- 
[ity Of The W ord. makes them effe on” 
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ly perſuaſive to all his Elet, and of un- 
willing, makes them Willing 2 the Day 
of bis Power, as Pſalm 110. 3. For the 
Will of Man is not to be forced. Indeed 
the Compuliion there ſpoken of, ſignifies 
no more than a Loving Invitation, or 
Bidding ; and fo *tis expreſs'd by another 
Evangeliſt, Mat. 22. 3. Chriſt ſent forth 
his Servants to call them that were bid- 
den to the Wedding, and they would 
not come ; Chriſt doth not ſay, Then 
force them againſt their Wills to Come, 
or Puniſh, Fine, Excommunicate, or Im- 
priſon them for their Refuſal ; he will 
himſelf call Men to an account for {iight- 
ing his Invitation in his own Time, and 
therefore I think they ought to be left to 


In the mean while, I muſt profeſs 1 
cannot find any warrant in Scripture for 
Admiſſion of all Perſons thongh never ſo 
lenorant, or Prophane to the Lord's 
Table : Surely the Miniſters of the Go- 


fſpel © whom Chriſt hath intruſted with 


the Reys of the Kingdom of Heaven ] 
ſhould not. ſuffer the Lords Table to be 
made [| like the Table of a Common Or- 
dinary ] Free for all Comers, nor calt 
Chriſt's Holy Things, to known Dogs 
and Swine, Who ever dares to do 1o, 
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A Perſuaſroe to 
muſt be accountable to Chriſt for i 
who is Jealous for his own Name, and 
will not hold them guiltleſs that either 
pollute or prophane his ſacred Infſtituti- 
oNS, Or permit others to do it, when j; 
i5 in their Power to prevent It. 

But I ſhall leave ſuch, to Anſwer fo 


theſe Crimes at his Righteous Bar, wholſ 


will have no reſpect to "Perſons ir "Tndp; 
ment, And ſnouid now proceed to th: 


next Thing intended, which is to In-lþ. 


ſtrut ſuch as by the forementioned Con- 
{iderations, are Convinced of their 1infu| 


Nexglects of this Holy Ordinance, and toff | 
ſhew them their Duty ; But thac I met}. 


with divers ObjeAions, which ſome 


make againft their APPT oaching this Bo-B 


ly SUPP er. which mult be an{wer'd, be-F 


cauſe they lie as Stumblins-blocks i In 
their \ AV AY --« mc a 
Exculſcs for hes r-SIR; 


ES 7 $07 * {9 
7Porthy ts Part e of tois Fly Ordinantt, 
"Sr EfOre we 097 zC 7706 BO 1 it, 

i”; 1, if you mean \ by uaworthinels 
that you acie rve 1t not, this ſhould not 
Ln you from it ; for all that are Parta- 
ker of it, are thas unw 'oOrtny, We are 


el mvorth: 7 OL CUP COMMON F -00d for our 


fr 


re tometimes pleaded as 
They are {ach asf 


we thin our ſelves 


Bodies | 


__- ſenſe to be Partakers of it. 
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Bodies, much more unworthy of this Ho- 


ly Food for onr Souls; and the deeper 
genie you have of this unworthineſs, the 


more Worthy you are in Gods account. 


2. It you have a Goſpel-right to this 
Orc Nance, and a Goſpel-fitneſs, or Pre- 
parednets tor it, you are worthy ina Go- 
See then 

t you are thus qualified, and come. 
"0b, 2. But we fear we are not fitted, 


| of pt pared enough to approach this Holy T a- 


ble, and this keeps us off. 


Anſ. 1. It may be you do not rightly 


| anderſtand what that Fitneſs, or Prepa- 

| rednets 15, 

 {o your Ignorance may occaſion your 

; fears : 

the Knowledge thereof, and then Exa- 

| mine your ſelves, whether you have it or 
No, 


that you ought to have, and 


If fo, your next Duty 1s, to get 


The Sacramnental Catechiſm will inſtruct 


| 701 herein. 


2, Your Unfitneſs,and Unpreparcdneſs 


| 55 your Sin, becauſe you ought to be fit, 


ind have ſ{nuihcient means to make you 
ſo; therefore to Plead this for your for- 


| bearance of this Ordinance, 1s to excuſe 


one Sm by another, which 1s a Flea that 
God will not allow of. 
;. 16 may be ſome that make this Ob- 
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jection, are better prepared then they 
take themſelves to be. For there are ma- 
ny ſincere Chriſtians, who being naty. 
rally of a Melancholly Temper, or of 
Timerous Spirit ; dnd having mean 
Thoughts of themſelves, are full of Jea- 
louſies, and Fears, concerning their own 


Sincerity, and afraid of being found Hy 


pocrites at laſt, Whereas this 15 one good 
Sign of their Sincerity, that they are 
Self-ſuſpicious, and ſuch ( though they 
come Trembling to this Ordinance ) are 
more fit, and worthy ; and ſo like to be 
more Welcome Gueſts at the Lords-Ta- 
ble, than many of thoſe who approach it 
with great Confidence; but over-looking 
or not clearly diſcerning the Grace of 
God 1n themſetves, they want the Com- 
fort, and fo give not God the Glory of 
his Grace. Now ſuch as theſe ſhould not 
reſt ſatisfied, in their own Judzment of 
the State of their Souls, but ſeek to ſome 
judicious Miniſter for ſpiritual Counſel, 
and help hercin. 

4. If you are not yet fit, when will 
you be ſo? Hath not God given you ma- 
ny Years to prepare for this Ordinance! 
And are you not ſtill as unfit as ever: 
Yea more unfit now then you have for- 


merly been ? Whereas in a few Days, 


Wei. 
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well improved, you might have gotten 
2 Goſpel-fitnels. 

s. If you are not prepared for this 
Ordinance, doubtleſs, you are not fre- 
pared for Death, and how dare yon live 


unprepared for that, one Day or Hour ; 


ſeeing you know you mult Dye ere long, 
and you may dye ſoon, even this Day 


or Hour ; and ſhould you dye in an un- 
prepared State, muſt you not be miſera- 
ble for ever? © let the ſerious Confſide- 
ration of this Danger, quicken you to 
prepare for Death, and then you will be 
prepared for this Ordinance allo. 

6. What hath hitherto hindred your 
Preparation ? Hath it not been want of 
a Senſe of your Duty, to wait on God 
in the Uſe of this, as well as of other 
Ordinances? And of your need of it for 
ſpiritual Ends? Your worldly Cares, 
and Incumbrances, your Love to ſome 
Sin, or other, and loatineſs to leave Ir, 
or your Sloath and Careleisneſs abour 
vour Souls Concerns ? Doubtleſs theſe 
ave been the Obſtructions that have kept 
you back from your Duty, and theſe are 
Sins, and muſt be repented of, and turn- 
ed from, if ever you be javed : There- 
tore ſet upon this Work preſently, 

Ohj. 3. Fut ( others ſay ) ſome Mini- 
fiers 
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fters, will not admit us to this Ordimante, 
without a ſtrict Exaniumation of us : ; the 
require we ſhould have a preat deal of 
Knowledge, and we fear they will as us ſuch 
Queſtions, as we ſhall 10! be able to Anſwer, 
and then we ſhall be turned away wit) 
Spare. 

Anſ. 1, The Miniſters, or Paſtors o 
Churches are ( under Chriſt ) your pt 
ritual Guides, and Overſcers, and fo- 
cual Charged to take heed both to 
Themſelves, and to their Reipective 
Flocks, as Ads 20. 28. And Heb. 13, 
17. They are entruſted by Chrilt, the 
Chief-ſhepherd with the Care of your 
Souls, and muſt give an account to him 
of them in the Great Da V., 

He hath Empower'd them to teach and 
Rule his Church under him, and by his 
Laws, and will you not allow them to 
do their Duty? And inquire into the 
State of your Souls, and take heed whom 
they admit to meddle with theie Holy 
Things ? Would 1t not be great unfaith- 
falncſs both to your Souls and their ow! 
too, if they neglegt their Duty ? 

2, No Prudent Miniſter will ask you 
any Queitions, byt ſuch as you ſhould be 
able to Anſwer. , If you re Adult, or 
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Miniſtry of- the Goſpel, and ſuch as re- 
late to 1 hings neceſſary to be known, to 
make you Wiſe unto Salvation. They 
only inquire, whether you underſtand, 
in ſome Competent Meaſure, the Religi- 
on you profeſs, and Soul- ſaving Truth ; 
deliring to know what need you have of 
their Help by Way of Inſtruction, and 
have you any Reaſon to be againſt this ? 
Sprely, did you well underitand 'your 
OWn Intereſt, and Wants ; you would 
beſecch the Miniſters of Chriſt to o1Ve 
you their Aſſiſtance in your Souls-con- 
cerns, and thankfully accept it when of- 
fered to you, 

3 Inquire of thoſe that have been with, 
Miniſters on this Occation, and have been 
Fx amined, and Inſtructed by them, and 
ſv admitted when duly qualified ; and 
hear what they ſay concerning this Mat- 
ter, and whether they Repent of their 


Applications to them, and Converſe 


with them ? Or whether they have found 
ſpiritual Benefit thereby ; If fo, ler thar 
elicourage you to go, and do likewile, 
and ſaffter not Minifers to be Miſrepre- 
ſented, and Your Selves abuſed, and pre- 
judiced againſt them by fiving, and talſe 


| Lemons or your own evil Surmiles. 


4. Suppoſe the worlt, that Miniſters 
Up= 
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upon Converſing -with you, ſhould no 
find you duly qualified for this Ordi- 
nance, wil it do you any hurt, to he 
brought to a better Knowledge, of the 
State of your own Souls, and to be coun- 
felled, and directed by thoſe that are 
wiſer than your Selves what to do, that 
you may get due Qualifications ? And 
this 1s the worſt Treatment, you are like 
to find at Miniſters Hands. 

Conſider this ferionfly, if any Pro- 
phane, or Unworthy Perſons ſhould be 
admitted to this Holy Ordinance, thro' 
the neglet of Miniſters, their Propha- 
nation of it would be jaſtly chargeable 
on ſuch Miniſters; and therefore Love 
to their own Souls, as well as to the 
Souls of others, ſhould make them care: 


ful in this Matter. This made Holy 


Calvin, that Bleſſed Inftrument of the 
Reformation, deny the Lords-Supper to 
one Bartherius and other Serwetia 77S, Who 
were moſt uvaworthy of it, tho ſome 
( called Proteſtants ) roſe vp againſt bim 
tor it, ſo that he was ready ( if not al- 
together forced) to leave Geneva for a 
Time, yer bearing up his Chriſtian Cou- 
rage, 'he ſaid, I ( like Chryſ{c ſoftome ) wall 


rather ſuffer Dc ath, than That this Hand - 


of mine ſhovld pive the Holy Things of 
the 
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the Lord ( that is the Lords-Supper ) 
to the adjudged Contemners of God. 
[ Melch. Adam in the Life of Calvin : 
Now ſhould not every faithful Miniſter 
of Chriſt be as careful to keep this Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt from Prophanation, and 
their own Souls from Participation of o- 
ther Mens Sins as he? Doubtleſs they 
ſhould. 

6. You do not forbear to Conſult a 
Lawyer about your Eſtates, or a Phyfi- 


| cian about your Bodies, ( when occalion 


requires It ) for fear they will ask you 
ſuch Queſtions as you cannot anſwer, 
But you willingly ſabmt to their Inqui- 
ries, becauſe you know 1t 1s neceſſary 
that they ſhould underſtand your Caſe, 
that they may give you proper and a- 
Treeable Counſel, and Advice ; and 
ſhould you not be as willing to ſubmit to 
the Inquiries of Goſpel-Miniſters, ( the 
Counſellors, and Phyſicians of your 
Souls ) that they may know your Spiri- 
tual State, and give you ſuch Counſel as 
is ſuitable to it ? 

Obj. 4. But we are aſhamed to come be- 
fore Miniſters, and have not Confidence e- 
nough to Diſcourſe with them, nor are we a- 

le to expreſs our Minds to them, or give 
an account to them of our Knowiedge, 
| Anf, 
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4.0 

Arnf. 1. You ſhould be aſhamed of ne. ſy 
thing, but Sin : To be aſhamed of Duty, Wk 
or of what is good, 1s a ſinful Shame, and Nd 
you have Reaſon to be aſhamed of f ſuch 2B? 
Shame, and Repent of it, and Pray a-fſn 
gainſt it, until you are ' Cured of it le 
TEL. 

2. It muſt be grantcd, there is a naty- 
ral Baſhfulnefs, 1n ſome ( eſpecially in 
thoſe of the weaker Sex, and in Youth) 
that is not caſily Conquered ; £1115 Mink 
ſters do well Underſtand, and therefore 
Prudence will dire& them to Treat ſuch, 
with the greater 'Tendernels and Mild- 
nels. 

3. Miniſters will not expect that tuch 
ſhould Cxpre! $ the Senſe of cheir Minds 
with that readineſs, that others of a 
bolder Spirit may, but will wifely con- 
{ider their Weakneſs, and diſcern Since- 
rity under Imperfe&ion. 

Od]. 5. £#t ( others jay) we are 4: 
fraid fo come to this Holy Orainance, lea 
we ſhoxld Eat and Drink vnw orthily, for 
we ſhould thereby become Guilty of the Bo-' 
dy and Blood of the Lord, and Ear, and 
Drink Damnation to our ſelves, as the 
Apoſtle fays, 1 COr. I1. 27,29. And we 
dare not run ſuch an Hazzard as this. 

77. 1. It muſt be granted, that it 1s 
very 
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rery hazardous for all wicked and graces 
ty, Bleſs Perſons to meddle with this Holy Or- 
nd Bdinance, for they cannot but abuſe and 
12 YProphane ir, and ſo bring themſelves 
2- Yuader great Guilt, and become liable to 
It, creat Puniſhment for it ; therefore none 

{ach ſhould Gare to Approach this Or- 
. Bdinanc2, until they Repent of their Sins 
and are Converted ; this Ordinance be- 
ins appointed, not to work Grace, 
where it is wanting, but to Increaſe and 
Tre Strengthen it where it isalready wrought: 
ch, F'tis Childrens Bread, and not to be givy- 
1d- len unto Dogs. Yer know, 

2, If you are yet in a graceleſs State, 
01 are already in danger of Damnati- 
n for your other Sins, though you 
keep from the guilt of this; and ſo ſhould 
zs much fear it, as thoſe that are guilty 
this Sin. Nor is this Sin unpardonable, 
but upon trne Repentance, both hath 


a- cen, and may be forgiven. 

af | 3. The Sin of Eating, and Drinking 
70; Fpnworthily lies in a Perſons not diſcern- 
30-" 


- Wig the Lords Body; that 1s, 1n not d1- 
lnguiſhing, or not putting a difference 
etween Ordinary, and Common Bread, 
and this Sacramental and Holy Bread, 
y which the Body of our Lord Jeſus 
friſt is gnified and repreſented, and 


- - 
It; 


E 
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well as 1n other Duties, which yet ſhould 


in-uling this Bread with as little Prepy- 
ration, Care, Regard, and Reverencez; 
he doth the other. 

Now gracious Souls know, there is a 
great difference between Common Bread 
and this Holy Bread, and therefore wil 
take due care to ule it in an Holy and Re- 
verent Manner ; and ſo keep from the 
guilt of unworthy Partaking, though 
they are not altogether free from {ſinful 
Weakneſſes and Infirmities 1n this, as 


not keep them off from this Ordinance; 
becauſe, upon their Repentance, they arc 
Pardoned to them for Chrilſts ſake. 

4. The Threatning mentioned in the 
Text, of Damnation, or Judgment, | 
not aciigned by the Apoſtle to aftrighten 
Chriſtians from this Ordinance, but to 
Caution them againſt the Prophanation 
of 1t. 

s. Conſider, that the negleq of : 
known Duty, and turning y6ur backs uſ- 
en an Ordinance of Chriit, is a Sin, and 
makes liable. to Damnation, or Judg- 
ment, as well as the ill performance of a 
Duty, or the Partaking of an Ordinano 
unworthily ; and you ought to fear the 
one, as well as the other. It is well wortl 


your Conlideration, what Chriſt int! 
mates 
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mates to vs in that Parable. of the Mar- 

riage-Feaſt of the Kings Son, Mat.'22; 
That thoſe who made Light of the Gra- 
cious Invitation, and refuſed to come, 
were at laſt as 'blame-worthy as thoſe 
who” came) without a Wedding Garment; 
and thergfore as he was Puniſhed for his 
Detect, ſb6-were they for their Diſobedi- 
ence ; And moſt deſervedly, for of the 
two, "they were the greater S1nners, It 
being a greater Sign of Contempt wholly 
to neglect an Ordinance of Chriſt, than 
to Partake of it without ſome due Qua- 
lifications ( as one well Obferves ) fo 
that the only way to avoid the Danger on 
both Hands, is to examine your ſelves 
carefully concerning your Right to, and 
I fitneſs for this Ordinance, and when you 
f have an Evidence of theſe, ſo Fat ofthis 
Bread, and Drink of this Cup with Ho- 
ly Care and Reverence. 

Obj. 5. But we fear to come to this Ho- 
ly Crdinance, leſt we ſhould Sin again af<- 
tir it, and then nhat vl become of us ? 

Aaſ. 1. It muſt be acknowledged you 
have Canſe enough to tear {inning after 
this Ordinance, as well as before, while 
you are liable to Temptations from with- 
out, and have Corruption remaining 
I vichin you, inclining you to cloſe vith 
E 2 them. 
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them. The Senſe of your danger ſhould 
inake you to watch againſt "I emptations, 
and Occaſions of Sin, and nourith in you 
a fear of Caution. Such a fear ( while 
it keeps within its due Bounds) 1s your 
Duty, and of great uſe to prevent Sin, 
But it is immoderate and linful, if 
makes you neglect another known Duty 
( as Receiving the Lords-Supper is) and 
no better than being guilty of ane Sin to 
avoid another. | 

2. There is not a Child of God on 
Earth, that 1s perfectly free from the 
danger of finning, while he is 1n this im- 
perfect, tempted State, and you may not 
expect to be freed from it any more that 
others ; ſo that if none ſhould come to 
this Ordinance, but ſuch as live without 
Sin, we muſt all lay alide the Uſe of it, 
for there are no'ſuch Perſons on this 
ſide Heaven, Eccl. 7. 20, 1 John 1.8, 
FAames 3.2. 

3. Know that the right Uſe of this 
Ordinance, 1s a good mean to keep you 
from {inming, being a folemn renewine 
your Covenant with God, and a new 
Bond laid on your Souls to love and ſerve 
the Lord, and walk the more Circum- 
ip:aly, and a means to ſtrengthen Grac 
I you, 
4. It 
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4. If you do Sin after your Partaking, 
of this Ordinance, you have no Reaſon 
to deſpair of Mercy. as if this did render 
your Sin unpardonable ; but your Duty 
1s to renew your Repentance for it, to 
pray for Pardon of it, and Power againſt 
it, and to ſtand more ſtrictly on your 
Guard for Time to come. Then you 
have Scripture ground to hope for Par- 
don, 1 John 2.1, 2. Pſalm 32, 5,6. 
Jer. 3. 22, Read and Conſider thoſe 
Scriptures well. 

5. Beware, that it be not a ſecret 
Love to ſome Sin, or other, and loth- 
neſs to part with it, that keeps you from 
this Ordinance, what ever elſe may Þbe 
pretended. Be very Jealous of your own 
Heart, for the Heart of Man 1s deceitful 
above all Things ; Examine your ſelves 
therefore very ſtrictly, leaſt this ſhould 
lye at the bottom ; but if you find you 
are indeed willing to part with every 
Sin, eand to obey every Command of 
Chriſt, though you cannot live a inleſs 
Life, yet you have no juſt Cauſe to fear 
coming to this Ordinance. 

Obj. 7. But there are ſo many different 
Opinions, and SedFs among Profeſſors of Re- 
ion, ſome ſaying their Church is the Truc 
Church, aud others ſaying theirs is ſo, that 
| L 3 we 
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we are at a loſs, and know #0t which to Jon 
OUT ſeives 0. 

Anſ. 1. It is greatly to be lamented, 
that - So are ſuch Differences and Divi- 
ſions in Matters of Religion among ns, 
and Woe be to the Cauſers and Fomen: 
ters of them : They will never be abk 
to Anſwer it to our Lord Jeſus in the 
Great Day; for they lay a tumbling-block 
before the Blind, as Lev.19.14. Making 
them to wander out. of the Way, and 
thereby bring themſelves under a Curſe, 
as Deit. 27, 18, Its to be feared, that 
theſe Differences may hinder ſome Per: 
ſons from Joyning themſelves with any 
particular Church in full Communion, 
though this be the Fruit of their I2n0- 
rance, Weakneſs, or Prejudice; TT heſe 
Difterences being no juſt Cauſe of, nor 
Plea for the neglect of their Duty. 

For though there be ſuch Diviſions a- 
> mong vs, yet it. is certain that ſome of 
5s theſe Societies of Chriſtians ( at leaſt ) 
_ ve' Churches of Chriſt, tho? ſome 

may be more Reformed, Pure, and 
Sound than others ; and its the Duty of 
every Private Chriſtian to Joyn himſelf 
to ſome Particular Church, and ( where 
they have Liberty of Choice ) to thok 


who are juſtly eſteemed, by Perſons c- 
pabk 


Fpable to Judge (01z.) by wiſe and Ju- 


& in ſome Circumſtantial, an@*leflgr. 3 


Not to refuſe Joyning themſelves to any 


Ning, and Imnartial Eye, That thoſe cf 
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dicious Chriſtians, the pureſt and belt, 
or {ſuch as keep neareſt to the Goſpel- 
Rule, both in Doarine, Worſhip, and 
Diſcipline. 

2, Conſider, - for Perſons to refuſe, 
or negle&t Joyning with any Church, 
vader pretence of fearing, leaſt they 
ſhould not Joyn to a True Church ; this 
is to be Guilty of a certain Sin, to avoid 
an uncertain One, and therefore no Wiſe, 
and Good Man would do thus. 

3. In what ſocver Society of Chriſti- 
ans the eſſential Marks of a true Gofpel- 
Church are to he found, ( viz.) The 
Pure Preaching of the Word of God, 
and the due Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments by a Miniſter Called, Qualih- 
ed, and ſet a part, according to the Rule 
of the Goſpel : That Society ſhould be 
accounted a true Goſpel-Church, and wilk _ __ 4 

e owned by Chrift as ſuch : Though it - 5 


, "if 
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may differ from other Particular Church-. 5; 
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Things: And Private Chriſtians ought 


ſich Society, ſeeing Chriſt hath received 
them. 
4. It is evident to every Underſtand- 


E.. 4 the 
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the moderate Epiſcopal, Presbyterian; 


{ 
[ 


and Congregational Perſuaſions, have the | 


Eſſence of true Goipel-Churches, and 
own the ſame Doctrinal Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, though they differ in 
Diſcipline, and Modes of Worſhip: 
Therefore Private Chriſtians may ſafely 
Joyn themſelves to either of them, ae- 
cording as they are perſuaded in their 
own Minds, 

And ( ſuppoiing you have heard the 
Miniſters of each of theſe Perſualions) 
where you have found the moſt ſpiritual 


Benefit : There it is moſt adyifable for 


you to Joyn, if it may be. 

 Obj. 8. But ( fays another ) Tam Pour, 
and Low 1n the World, and have nothing 
to give toward the Maintenance of a Mim- 
fter, and ſhould I ſcek to Joyn my Self to 
a Church, they may be ready to think F dd 
z; only in hopes of a ſhare 1a their Charity, 
and Reject me, for fear I ſhould le burden: 
ſom to them; this keeps mie off. 


Anſ, 1. This Obje&tion ſavours of 


Pride, and Uncharitableneſs, which be- 
come not any Chriſtians, eſpecially the 
poorer {ort,, Humility, and Charity, or 
Love would teach you to think the 


beſt, and to efteem others better than 


your ſelves; and ro hope that Miniſters, 
| a Rerdbat and 


nd Chriſtians do better underſtand the 
| Will of Chriſt, and their own Duties, 
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chan to be guilty of refnling Admiſſion 
of any Perſon into their Communion, 
meerly for their Poverty; and you 
onght to think thus of them, until you 
find the contrary. 

-2, Were you ſure before-hard, that 
they would refuſe you, yet it is your 
Duty to offer your ſelf and ſeek Admiſ- 
ſon; and then if they unjuſtly refuſe 
you, the Sin will lye at their Doors, 
and you will be Free : But their Omiſſi- 
on of their Duty, will be no gocd ex- 


{cuſe for your neglecting your own Duty. 


3. No faithful Miniſter of Chriſt dares 
to refuſe the pooreſt Chriſtian, becauſe 
ke is Poor; provided it appears to him 
that he hath a Goſpel-Right to, and fit- 
neſs for Admiſſion to this Ordinance ; 
ſeeing he could not Anſwer it to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who retuleth none 
that come to Him, but 1nviteth all, whe- 
ther Rich or Poor: as at. 11. 28. and 
70m 6. 37. And requires his Minifters 
to do the ſame, at. 28. 19, and Mark 
i6. 15,16, /at. 22.9, 10. 

They know, that zot mary Miph'y, 


ft any Noble are called ; but that God 


bath choſea the Poor of this World, Rich in 


Faith, 
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Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom which | 
bath vromiſed to them that Love bim, a 
1 Cor.1. 26. and James 2.5. And whom 
God hath choſen, and called, they wil 
not knowingly Refuſe. 

4. You ought rather to be Jealous off 2 
your own Heart, then Suſpicious of 0- uſe 
thers ; and ſee that you alin at higher Wor 
and be tter Ends 1n ſeeking to Joyn.your of 
ſelf to any Church of Chriſt, than to ob-Nye 
tain ſome worldly Support, as knowing ter 
thoſe that followed Chriſt only for thelthe 
Loaves, were juſtly blamed by Him, - 
John 6. '26. If your Ends be Right, and Sir 
Good, leave God to take care of your NU Co 
Eſteem in the Hearts of other Chriſti; 
ans. 4: 

Obj. 9. But ( ſay others ) we hope ne gu 
may go to Heaven, though we never Re-I Ne 
ceive the Lords Supper God ferbid, that I let 
all nho Dye without this Ordinance ſhould © thi 
periſh. {01 

£af. 1. Far be it from me to ſay, ol. 
think that none go to Heaven but tle ya 
Receivers of this Ordinance, for believe kn 
the contrary : Yea, 1 know that ſome ot 
of thoſe who are Partakers of it will pe-ffl en 
riſh, for want of a Saving Change upon Þſ 7a 
their Hearts, as Luke 13. 26, 27. 

I freely grant that neither the Parti te 
pation 
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tion of this, nor any other Qr dinance 
5 abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; ſee- 
ng God doth nothing by Ordinances, 
but what he can do without them, if he 
pleaſe. Yet, 

2. I fay, it is neceſſary that we ſhould 
iſe the Means appointed by Chriſt in 
Order to our Salvation, and this is one 
of them : If we would obtain the End, 
we muſt uſe the Means ; it being no bet- 
ter then a Tempting of God, to expect 
the one without the other. 

3. The negle& of this Ordinance is a 
din, being a Diſobedience to a plain 
Command of Chriſt ; who ſays, Do this 
mn Remembrance of me: and unleſs God 
grant Repentance to thoſe that are 
gnilty of it, it will prove daimnable : 
Now while Men continue in this neg- 
lect, they do not truly repent of it, for 
there is no true Repentance without Re- 
formation. 


| 4. God hath no where promiſed Sal- 


yation to ſuch as Live, and Dye in the 
known and wilful negle@ of this, or any 
other Ordinance, or Duty ; but. threat- 
ens the contrary, and who would ha- 
zard his Salvation by ſuch a negled ? 
Obi. 10. But ( ſay others) we have 
teard of ſuco ill things of ſome Church- Mem - 
bers, 
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bers, that we thine it a diſgrace to us'y 

TJoyn with them, though they mae Hh 4 N0 
Profeſhons, yet their Pradices are unkoly, 
and prophanc, and ſcandalous, and this key 4» 
us off from their Communion. | af 

Anſ, 1. It may be the Report yu” 

have heard is falſe, and only raiſed hy 4 
ijome Enemy to Religion, and the Pro- i 
feſſors of it ; if fo, you wrong both your 
ſe]ves, and the Perſons concerned in he- 
lieving of it, before you have throught 6 
examined the Truth of it ; 1t is ſinfulto 6 
T ake up a Reproach again(} aur TNeighbow, a F 


as Pſalm 15. 3. 


4 
Orc 
aSt 


2. Suppoſe the Report appear to be 'u 
true, yet their Church-Memberſhip is Fo 


not the cauſe of thoſe Immoralities, but 
the Corruption of their own Hearts, or "4 
the want of that Gracs which they pre- _ 
tend to have. 

3. Their Sin 1s to themſelves, and 
ſhall not be charged on thoſe that hold 
Church-Fellowſhip with them ; if they 
do their Duty in Admoeniſning and Re-Y;.: 
proving them for it, and do no waf 
Partake with them therein, Such a Re- 
proof Prudently, and privately given by ® 
a Fellow-Member,may be Bleſſed of God, p 
to the Conviction and Reformation of a |," 
ciforderly Walker, being a Means of 
Chriſts 
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WChriſts own Appointment to this End : 
h, If not, the Reprovers ought to acquaint 
Mthe Church with it, that they may uſe 
Church-Diſcipline upon them ; which if 
they negle&, the Reproving Members 
will have this to ſatisfhe them, that they 
pave diſcharged their Duty, and delive- 
! red their own Souls, as at. 18. 15, 16. 

4. The Participation of all Goſpel- 
Ordinances, being the Priviledge, as well 
1 the Duty, of all true Believers, to be 
kept from any of them, muſt be a Lots 
and Puniſhment ; fo that it you are ſuch, 
'Fand yet keep your ſelves off from any m 
Ordinance of Chriſt, becauſe fome of MN 
thoſe that Partake of them are guilty of 
ſcandalous, or diforderly Walking, you 
puniſh your ſelves ior the Faults of others, 

which 15 Injuſtice. 
| 5. To keep off from any Ordinance 
; (ot Chriſt, meerly becauſe ſome unwor- 
; 'ly Perſons partake of it; 1s to make 
; their Sin in one kind, an occaſion of 
(jour inning 1n another kind : 'I heir S123 
; Ubfing a Sin of Commiſſion, yours a $i 
(«tf Omiſſion, 

6. If all that truly fear God, ſhould 
keep off from Joyning with this, or that 
Particular Church, becaule thereare ſome 
Mimbers in it that are diſorderly Walk- 
ers, 


fps 
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ers; either all ſuch Churches muſt be di 
ſolved, or elſe they muſt be made up on: 

y of ſuch diſorderly Walkers : But] 
nl uppoſe no Wiſe and Good Man will fay, 
that either of theſe ought to be. You 
muſt know, the Viſible Church of Chrif 
on Farth hath Hypocrites 1n it as well 
ſincere Chriſtians, and when the Hypo. 
crilie of any Member appears by their 0. 
pen and ſcandalous Sins, that Particular 
Church to which they belong, ought to 
uſe Church-Diſciphne upon them, to 
bring them to Repentance and Reforms- 
tion ; and to keep themſelves free from 
a ſhare in their Guilt. But no Chriſtia 


ticular Church, becauſe there are ſome 
ſuch Peccant Members in it. 

Obj. 11. Put if this Ordinance 1s to it 
uſed only ia Remembrance of Chriſt ( [a 
ſome ) we can remember him well enough 
Ge tt ; we think of him every Day ; tit 
Reading, and Heating of the Word, puts u 


Chriſtian forget him that hath done, ail 

ſuffered ſo much for them ? Therefore Te 

fee no ſuch need of this Ordinance for thi 
_ 

. This ObjeQtion ſavours rank) 

of ace and Pride, which are ve 

rf 


ought to keep from Joyning with a Par-l 


frequently in Mind of Him : How can ay 
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ry Provoking Sins in the Eyes of God: 
did you well underſtand the Nature. 
uſe, and Ends of this Holy Ordinance, 
ind the ſpiritual Benefit of a right Par- 
ticipation of it, you would not think ir 
a needleſs Thing, 

And were you not pufted up with 
Pride, you would not account your ſclves 
wiſer than Chriſt himſelf, who Infſtitu- 
ted this Ordinance ; which he had never 
done, had he not intended it for the 
Spiritual Good of the Receivers. Did 
Chriſt judge it necdin}, and dare you 
fay it is needleſs ? Doth it become 1in- 
ful Duſt, contemptible Worms to flig Ent 
an Ordinance of their Lord and Savi 
our ? 

2. Though the Reading, and Hearing 
of the Word are u&ful to DUt us 1n Mind 
of Chriſt, yet the uſe of this Holy Sup- 
per may co It more Eftectually ; For 
ſome Trutis do more powerfully affe& 
our Fes when they are conveyed 
tous by the Eye, than by the Ear : The 
Sight of the Execution of a Man ulually 
makes deeper Impreſſions on our Spirits, 
and moves our Aﬀections, more than a 
bare hearing, of it doth, 

Now 1n this Ordinance, Chrilt is re- 
preſented as Crucified betore our Eyes, 
as 


ry CY % pn 4 
: h - x s, 


” _ Pers —_ - 


as Gal. 3. 1. And our dull and dead Hears 
need the moſt Heart-affecting, and quick. 
ning Means and Ordinances. 
3. Know, that this Ordinance is Ins 
ſtituted for other Holy Ends beſides that 
of rememdring Chriſt; as to be a Seal gf 
the Covenant of Grace :: To be a meay; 
. to nouriſh and ſtrengthen Grace, @, 
( as you have heard before) and ſo 
necediul, and to be uſed for thoſe End; 
as well as for that. ; = 
4. Gracious Souls have ſometimes met 
with ſome peculiar Manifeſtations of 
Chrift, and of his Love in this Ord 
nance, and ſuch Spiritual, Refreſhment, 
Strength, and Comfort, as they found nat 


in Reading, or Hearing the Word. Forff 


Chriſt will not be wanting to bleſs hi 
own Ordinances to their proper Ends; 
and their Experiences ſhould be Argy- 
ments, encouraging others to uſe this 
Ordinance in hopes of the like Bene- 


fits. 


and Troulles of this World, that we can 
be enough Compoſed in our Spirits to approach 
this Holy Ctdinance ;, could we once pet wel 
through them, we would then endeavour ti 
prepare for it, and come to it. 
An, 


Obj. 12, But ( ſay others ) we are þ 
Tncrmbred, and Diftrated with the Cates 
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_ Asſ. This is no Jnſt Plea, or Excuſe 
for your negle&-of this Ordinance, for 
Conſider f 

1, God allows you ſufficient Time for 
neceſſary Cares about your Worldly 
Matters, and appoints you proper time 
alſo for the tare of your ſpiritual Con- 
crns; and it is your Duty to ſee that e- 
rery Thing be minded in its due Time 
and Place. Spiritual Things ſhould be 
minded in the firſt Place, as at. 6. 33. 
And therefore, if you put them off till 
aſt, you are guilty of Inverting or 
Changing the Order which Chriſt hath 
- pms you to obſerye, and that is 
lnful. 

2, No-more Worldly Cares are law- 
ful, and allowable to you, but what are 
conſiſtent with the more weighty Care 
of Religion and your Souls ; while they 
me moderate, and keep within due 
bounds, they hinder not the other ; but. 


Fee exceſs of them is ſinful, which there- 
Yiore you ought to Watch and Pray a- 


eainſt, 

3. You may get through the World, 

is ſoon as get through your Worldly 

Lares and Tronbles; for they uſually 

Wompany us, more or leſs, all our 

Days.z. as ſoon as one Trouble is over 
F ang- 
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another ſucceeds, one begets another, 
Wave begets Wave ; ſo that if you ſtay 
from this Ordinance until you are 
wholly freed from them, you are never 
like to Partake of it. 2 

4. Many of your Worldly Trouble 
and Afﬀictions, are procured to you byK:. 
your own Sins; or fent of God to Gt 
re& you for them, drive you from them 
unto God, and make you more mindiyl 
of Religion, and your Souls concerns: 
ſo that you make a- quite Contrary uſ 
of them, if they drive you farther from 
God, and make you the more to negletÞ 
the Care of better Things. | 

Obj. 13. But when you have faid al 
that you can for this Ordinance ( ſay 6- 
thers ) this 1s bict a Ceremony, that yall, 
Plead ſo much for ;, and to neglet a Cett- 
mony we hope can be no great Offence, ba 
will be eaſily forgiven while we mind ti 
more ſubſtantial Duties of Religion ? 

Anſ. 1. Though it be but a Ceremo 
ny, it 1s-commanded to be uſed by fc: 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and ſo of Dr... 
vine Authority ; fo that the negle& of 
it is Diſobedience to God, and that þj 
no fmall Offence. : 

2, Though it be a Ceremony, yet Il 
is a very ſignificant, and honourable Chi. 

Temony; 
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remonys being appointed by Chriſt to 
ignific and Tepreſefit his Death and'Sbf- 
Ftings for” our ſakes, ' in . which'/ his 
natchleſs Love to Sinners was diſplayed; 
ud therefore to ſlight and negle& /it, 
uſt be no leſs than a ſlight put apon 
Wis Love, and a PraQical forgetfulneſs 
fhim, ſeeing he requires vs to uſe this 
rdinance in Remem rate of Him ;, and 
this nothing in your Eyes ?. 

3. The ſmaller the Thing, or the ea- 
&r the Duty 1s that Chriſt Coihtnagds; 
he greater 15 the Sin of ſuch as Diſobey 
Had he commanded. far greater 
ſhings, ſhould you not Obey! how 
uch more when he injoyns you fo ſmall. 
| Thing as this? What will you deny 
0 do an eaſic Duty at the Command of 
tiſt, who refuſed not both to do ahd 
fer the greateſt Things for you ? Is 
vis your Love and Thankfulneſs to 
briſt ? 

4. Know, That the abuſe or negle& 
"bf 2 Ceremon y that is of Divine Inſtj- 
tion, may be very diſpleaſing unto 
, $-0d, "nd Dangerous to our Selves; was 
bt the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Fil a Ceremony ? Yet by our firſt Pa- 
Fits abuſe of it, in Fating the Fruit 
Wercof contrary T0 Gods Law, the 
3+ Wrath 
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Wrath 6f God was brought on th C 
and all their Poſterity, Ger. 2.17. .. 

Was not Circumciſion a Ceremony! 

yet doſes his negle& to Circumcize hi 
Son was like -to-coſt him his Life, 
Exad. 6. 2.4. ::::. 
And as {light-as you may make of this 
Ceremony of the Lords-Supper, yet fir 
the abuſing of it, ſome of the Corinth 
ans were ſmitten with Sickneſs, and 
Weakneſs, and others with Death: 
x- Cor. 11, 30. Now if God puniſhet 
Men for the abuſe of this Ordinanc 
can it be rationally Thought that he wil 
ſuffer the NegleQers and Deſpiſers of i 
tO go unpuniſhed ! 

Obj. 14. But ( ſay ſome ) the Lords 
Supper was but a Temporary Ordinance, ( 
to be uſed in the Chriſtian Church only ji 
a Time, that :1s, till Chriſts coming ; | 
1 Cor. 11. 26. For as oft as ye Eat thi 
Bread, and Drink this Cup, ye do ſhen 
forth the Lords Death till he conf. | 
Now ( ſay Quakers, for this is their Oh WW 
&10n ) Chriſt is come to us in Spirit 
Therefore we uſe not this Ordinance. 

'This indeed is the moſt ſinful, and E 
dangerous Obje&tion of all ; becauſe i Pl 
{trikes at the very being of this Ord : 
nance, and ſeeks the Deſtruttion, and , 
Cutting 
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Cutting it off from:[the , Churches. of 
Chriſt ; and therefore muſt be the more 
warily, and vigorouſly oppoſed. * . . 
ll For the Confutation of ir, I ſhall pro- 
poſe theſe following Conliderations : 
Firſt, Conſider, Though it muſt 'be 
wlgranted, Chriſt doth indeed ſpeak of 1- 
Kiother Coming to his Church before his 
Coming to Judge the World ; as Joky 
Y14. 18. 1 will not leauve.you Comfortleſs, 
$ will come to you ;, and this Coming may 
+ Þc called his Coming in, or rather by the | i 
Spirit, which he promiſed to ſend in his | if 
Name, to Teach, Sanctifie, and Com- 
fort his Church ; as John:15., 26. «© 
So that in reſpect of this his Spiritual 
14Coming, he promiſed to be with it. al- 
ways, ever to the End. of tbe World; as 
in} #1. 28. laſt, Yet I ſay, 'The' Apoſtle 
Mis not to be underſtood in. that Scrip- 
1Fture, to ſpeak of Chriſts Coming 1n Spi- 
ſit, but of his Coming 1n Perſon : For, 
Secondly, Conſider, Chriſt was come 
in Spirit to his Church before that E- 
piſtle to the Corinthians was written ; 
whether we underſtand it of that extra- 
oa 21dinary, and miraculous Coming of the 
i Pirit on the Apoſtles, mentioned, As 
;Y2. 1, to 5. or of the ordinary Coming 
Fe! the Spirit, as the Teacher, Sanctifi- 
pF 3. cr, 


70 A Ferfuafroc ta 
er, Leader, and Comforter of the 
Chnrech, Bleſſing his Ordinances to tick th 
Ends. --.. M 

Every true Believer hath. Chrift thu 0 
come into hisSovl at his Regeneration, ſſ:s 
or Converfion; and to be fure the Hoſe 
ly Apaltles' experimentally knew thxIG 
Comiagot Chriſt by his Spirit unta ther 
Souls, before the Inſtitution of his Ho- 

Iy Gupper ; ang fo did the fincere Mew-fw 
bers of thoſe Primitive Churches at Cſſor 
rinth, Epheſus,” Philippi, &c. who yeſſho 
kept. up the Uſe of this Ordinance &£T 
mong them. : tO 

Thirdly, Conſider, the whole Curred ls 
of Learned Expoſitors In al former A-WF; 
aes of the Chriftian Church to this very 
Day, underſtand by that Coming 
Chriſt mentioned, 1 Cor. 11.26. to It 
meant his Coming to Judgment, [. as | 
could eafily ſkew, hut that the Quotati-]1z 
ons of them would tzke up too mud 
Room here }] nor have | found any Chri-ll 
{tian otherwiſe Minded, until the; Que] 
kers Invented- this New Senſe of tholef t! 
Words, to Conntenance their Rejettion] 
of this Holy Ordinance ; -Now can anyÞſ p 
wie Man Imagine, that Chriſt woullſ] i 
have ſuffered his Church to: erre in this] { 


Point. for ſa many pait Ages; and. u6-Yſ 1 
ye 
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the lrver have diſcovered the true Senſe of 
he that Text ; till of Late, to this ſort of 

[Men who are guilty of re jecting other 
hf Oordinances of Chriſt, as well as this ; 
on, 2s Baptiſm, Singing of Pſalms, the Ob- 
do-Nervation of the Lords-Day, and. the 
taxFGoſpel-Miniftry ? 
ierfſ Believe it he that can. EEE 
1o- Forrthly, Conſider, if this Opinion 
a-wcre true, that when Chriſt is come In 
Co-Nor by his Spirit to Men, they ſtiould no 
jalonger Partake of the Lords-Supptr : 
+FThen none ſhould Partake of it, bat Net 

FJto whom Chrift 15 not thus core, that 
entis, Graceleſs Perſons ; But this is a groſs 
Error, for theſe ought not to meddle 
Evich this Holy Ordinance, until they 
Fare Converted. 

None are fit. Gueſts for this Holy Ta- 
Eble of the Lord, but thoſe thar are true- 
|y Gracious, becauſe they muſt Exerciſe 
1} Grace at this Ordinance ; as Faith, Re- 
© peatance, Love, ©c. which neceſſarily 
implies, that they muſt have it before 
they come. Allunſanaified Perſons that 
Partake of it, do but prophane, -and 
pollute it, and Eat and Drink Fudgment 
1d to themſetves. So that. if graceleſs Per- 
ns ons ought not to approach this Ordi- 
e-F lance, becauſe rhey are graceleſs (as we 


Cl F FO iay ) 


72 A Perſuaſive to + 
ſay ). and if Gracious Perſons ought not 
to uſe-it, becauſe they are Gracious ( x 
the Quakers ſay ) then none at all myf 
uſe it ; and fo this Ordinance would he 
wholly laid afide as uſeleſs. 

' But can any Man of tollerable Senſ: 
be of this Opinion ? What would this he 


leſs than to accuſe Chriſt ( who 1s Wil. 
dom. it ſelf) of Folly, in letting up afſſ 


nſeleſs and needleſs Ordinance in hi 
Church ? And do fooliſh Worms think 
they ſhall be abls to make good thi 
Charge againſt him 1n the great Day ?- 
Fifthly, Suppoſe that Text in 1 Cw 
11.26. Were to be underſtood of Chriſt 
Coming in Spirit (as they hold ) yet | 
think it worth obſerving ; that, though 
the Apoſtle approves of the Uſe of this 
Ordinance till then, he doth not fay, 
then it is to be laid alide, and uſed no 
more by ſuch, 
| Nor will his Words admit of that 
Senſe any more than the like Phraſe u- 
ſed by him, as 1 Tim. 4. 13... Til.1 
come, give attendance to Reading, to Exbor- 
tation, to DoGrine, Did the Apoſtle mean 
( think you ) that young Timothy ſhould 
Study, and Preach the Word only until 
he came to him, and ever after lay both 
afide ? Surely no, 1 [ooge this Expreſli 
OJ, 
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on*in 1 Coy. 11. 26, Frees Chriſtians 
no more from their Obligation to' con- 
tive the Uſe of the Lords-Supper, than 
the like Expreſſion in 1 Tm. 4.13. Freed 
Timothy from his Obligation to conti- 
pue his Miniſtry. 

S:xthly, The Reaſons and Ends for 


which Chriſt Inſtiruted this Ordinance, 
"will continue as long as Chriſt hath a 


Church in the World, and that will be 
till his coming . to Judgment ; therefore 
this Ordinance ought to continue ſo lon 
alſo, For as none but Chriſt hath Right 
and Power to ſet up, alter, or remove 
an Ordinance 1n his Church ( he being 
the only Head and Law-giver of it ) ſo 
he never makes any ſuch Alteration, 
but when there is juſt Cauſe for it. 
Thus we find the Ordinance of Cir- 
cumciſion continued in the/Jewiſh Church, 


until the Time of Chriſts Coming in the 


Fleſh, when it pleaſed him to Inſtitute 
Baptiſin to be of the ſame Uſe in the 
Chriſtian Church : So the Paſſover con- 
tinued until Chriſt appointed the Lords- 


Supper ( an Ordinance of like Signifi- 


cation and Uſe ) to ſucceed it. 

And this ( doubtleſs) muſt continue 
intil- it ſhall pleaſe him to ſet up ano- 
ther j in the room of it ( which 1 Is not to 
be 


Mo: 
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be expeRted, theſe being the laſt ' Apy 
of the World ) and while the Church 
hath need of it for its Spiritual Uſes and 
Ends, that 1s for the preſerving the Me. 
mory of Chriſts Death, the Confirmati. 


on of the Covenant of Grace, &c. and 


theſe Ends will continue till Chriſt 
coming to Judgment, 

To.this purpoſe is the Note of a Ju: 
dicious Divine on I Cor. 11. 26, Becankſ 
( faith he) we ſhall always want ſuch an 
help as long as we remain 1n this World, 
St. Paul {ignihes, this Remembrance of 
Chriſt is recommended to us, until he 
appears to Judgment ; for ſeeing he is 
not converſant among vs in a "Viſible 
Form, it 15 neceſſary that there ſhould 
be ſome Sign of his Spiritual Preſence 
with which our Minds may Exerciſe 
themſelves. 

Theſe Things duly and impartially 
con{idered, may be (1 hope ) ſuflicient 
to convince all ſober minded Perſons, 
that, this Ordinance is not Antiquated, 
or grown out of Date, but ought ſtill 


to be- Reverently vſed by Chriſtians to 


the End of the World. 

Having thus endeavoured to Anſwer 
ail the Objections I have met with, 01 
couid .thnk of ; by which Perſons "ire, 
or 


k 
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or may be kept off from this Ordinance; 
and fo cleared my Way, and (I hope) 
theirs too, by removing Obſtructions : 

[ ſhall now Inftruct ſuch as are convin- 
ed of their ſinfal Negle&s, and are 
made in ſome Meafure willing and de- 
frous of Reformation in this Matrer,. 

1, Go to God and humbly acknow- 
ledge your faults with Shame and Sor- 
row of Heart, begging pardoning Grace 
for the fake of Chriſt, and reſolve in his 
Strength to continue in this Sin no long- 
er; but uſe all good Means to pet the 
Knowledge of your Duty, and ſet aboyr 


It; Ae” which end, 


. Examine your Selves, Whether you 


be In the Faith, or whether you have a 


Goſpel-right to, and fitneſs for this Ho- 
ly Ordinance of the Lords-Supper ? If 
you need any help herein, tne Sacra- 
mental Catechiſm may be uſcful £9 you as 
tothis. But for your better Aſliſtance, 
3. Apply your ſelves to ſome able 
Jhnifter of rhe Goſpel, eſpecially ta 
hin to whoſe Spiritual Overſight and 
Londuct you intend to commit your 
Souls ; defire his Afiſtance, ſubmit to 
us Inquiry into the State of your Souls, 
and Intreat his. Impartial Thoughts or 
hdgment of jr, Propoſe your. Doubts, 
aud 


"_ 
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and Scruples to him ( if you have an) 
in order to Satisfaftion, and ask his Sp 
ritual Counſel and Direction in the Way 
of your Duty. 

4. Get the Knowledge of the Way 
and Manner of Tranſition, or Paſſage of 
Church-Members from their Infant-ſtate 
to that of Adult, or grown Perſons; 
and the Terms of their Admiſſion to 
full Communion with a Particular 
Church, that you may underſtand what 
will be required of you, and conſider 
well, whether you can freely, and hear: 
tily Comply with the Terms propoſed ! 
If you find inithem any Matter of Doubt, 
or Scruple, ſignihie it to the Paſtor, and 
ſeek Satisfaction of him ; and when you 
are ſatisfy*'d, make it alſo known to him, 
with your Deſires of Admiſſion. 

Indeed the Method of Admiſſion 1 
not the ſame in all Particular Charches: 
Though I acknowledge an Uniformity 
in this Thing ( as well as others 0 
Common Concern ) is much to be del; 
red and endeavoured, as what would tt 
greatly Conducive to Unity, Love, and 
Peace amongſt Chriſtians, and the Edif- 
- cation and Enlargement of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt in the World. 

I ſhall not pretend'to give you an ac- 
count 
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count” of the yarious Methods of ſeveral 
Churches here : But only add theſe Two 
Things more, 

Firſt, 1 ſhall acquaint you with the Pra- 
tice of the Primitive Church in this Mat- 


ter ; and 
Secondly,Give you an account of my own 


Judgment and Practice herein, Humbly 


ſubmitting it to the free Cenſure of the 
more Judicious. 

Firſt, Then as to the Tranſition, or 
raſling of Church-Members from their 
Infant-State to the State of the Adult, 
and Admiſſion to full Communion with. 4 
Particular Church of Chriſt; know, that 
in the Church, or Houſhold of Faith, 
there are Members of ſeveral Sizes or 
Statures, ſome are but new-born Babes ; 
3s 1 Pet. 2. 2, Some little Children, o- 
thers Young-Men, aud others called Fa- 
thers; as 1 John 2. 12,13, 14. 

In Chriſts Fold ſome are Lambs others 
Weep z as Jobn 21. 15, 16. Being thus 
diſtinguiſhed according to the different 
Time of their ſtanding in the Church ; 
or the different Meaſure of Knowledge 
and Grace they have obtained ; and re- 
rard ought to be had to each according- 
ly in Feeding and, Ruling of them, that 
Milk be given to Babes, even the /incere 
Auk 
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ilk of the Word; i. e; Such Truths # 
are Plain, and calie to be underſtood by 
them who are anskilful in the Word of 
Righteouſneſs, and ſtrong Meat to faxh 
as are of full ( or perfet ) Ape, 4. e. 
Such Triiths as are more Myſterio, 
Sublime and Spiritual ; they being Per- 
ſons who by Reaſon of Uſe, have thei" 
Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good 
and Evil, as Heb. 5.12, 13, 14. SOM 
Chriſtians are in their Infant-ſtate, and 
{o to be admitted only to a Participati 
on of thoſe Priviledges and Ordinantes 
that belong to it : Others are in their 
Adulr-ſtate, and ſo have a Right to 
Partake of the higheſt Priviledges and 
Ordinances in the Chutch ; Church-Hi- 
itory informs ns, that in the Primitive 
Times there were ſeveral Ranks of Pro- 
feſſed Chriſtians; the loweſt were Cal- 
led Catechumens, Catechized Petſons of 
Pon there were two. Sorts. 

. Such as were Sinners of the Gen: 
ler. or Heaticas by Birth ; bit updſtt” 
the. Preaching the Goſpel ro them, m- 
clined to, and began to embrace the 
Chriſtian Faith, and were thereupon in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of 1t, or Wt 
the DoQrine of Chrift, 1 heſe were on 


ly in the Church-Porch. | | 
3 Cuch 
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2, Such as were the Children of Be- 
leving, or Chriſtian Parents; who by 
their Birth-right, being Members of the 
Vifible Church, and under the ſame Co- 
yenant of Grace with their Parents, re- 
cived Baptiſm in their Infancy as a "Seal 
of the Covenant; and were to be 
brought up by their Par ents, i the Nur- 


Wire and 4dmonition of the Lord, as Eph. 


6, 

Both theſe Sorts of Catechumens were 
aſtru&ed in the Chriſtian Religion by 
z Catechiſt, or Miniſter; whoſe main 
Buineſs was to feed theſe Lambs of 
Chriſt, and to tram them up 1a the 
Way they ſhould go, and take care of 
theſe Young Plants, as being the Nur- 
fries of the Church, 

When the former Sort were ſuffic- 
ently Inſtruded, they defired to be Bap- 
ted, and then were called Competent ; 

;, e, Perſons deſiring Baptiſm, upon 
Which they gave 11 their Names, and 
Game under a fſtri&t, even a ſeven-fold 
Examination, and ſo were admitted to 
Baptiſm : Then were called, Baptizati, 
0 Illuminati, i. e. Baptized and Ialight- 
ned Perſons, and no longer accounted 
to be in the Porch, but got over the 
Threſhold into the Charck : owned as 
Fellow- 


 & 
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Fellow-Citizens and Deniſons with the 
Saints: and of the Houſhold of Gol 
and had their Names inrolled among the 
Servants of Chriſt, 
Being thus: initiated, or entred inty 
the Church, they obtained ſome Priyi. 
ledges, which they had not before, © 
which this was one : That the Myſelf 
ries of the Sacraments ( of which, thej 
were ignorant while Catechumens, 0 
knew . but little of them ) were more 
clearly revealed to ' them. For th 
Church then thonght fit to conceal th 
knowledge of them till- after Baptiſn,ſ** 
both becauſe they were ſuch high MyſtefÞ 
ries, and leaſt the knowledge of themſſ*© 
ſhould bring them into Contempt, andſÞ* 
that they might be ſtirred up to ſtrone-F? 
er Deſires after them ( ſay ſome ) yt 
were they accounted but incomplett 
Chriſtians ; and might not be admittedF 
to all the Privitedges of Church-Mem 
. bers, as being yet but in their Infant- 
State, or Minority, until they received: 
Confirmation. alſo, which was perfofii- 
ed by the Impoſition, or laying, on them 
the Hands of the Miniſter, or Paſtor 0 
the Church, and Prayer unto God for" 
his Holy Spirit, Increaſe of Grace, and 
their Confirmation: or - Eſtabliſhment n q 
the 


fulb Communion, &c. of 
the je Fai 1 of, Chriſt, which: they had Je 
of ſd, "Je." 
thll This Religions Rite of; Coofirchagbe 
" Uboth the forementioned:fatts of: Catichic- 
mens were obliged to:receives and foiby 
t were. paſiced from their Iofant-ſtate;: 't0 
the State of tbe Adult; ahd:then- dit: 
ted to the Participation 1 'of all the: Prfvi- 
rllicdges of Church-Members; even'to! the 
Lords- -Supper it ſelf, the. higheſt Myſte- 
ry of Chriſtianity ; and fo; be ecarhe, and 
ere declared to be compleat. and: 'Per- 
fect Chriſtians, therefore they were: cats 
kd-, TAO, 'Perfett;: as : Phil. 2Zo! 15. 
ot as if they had”: attained. a-ſinlefs 
Pcrfection/ in Grace: and:Hotinefs 4 Bur 
xcauſe now they | had all things:necdful 
0 the Perfecting of thei Qhurch-ſFate:.: 
Thoſe that were nat 'Baþtized' tiI.A - 
tilt, or grown Perfons,ixCceived: Con- 
frmation, :by Impoſition:iof Harids( ar- 
Unar ly.) in” a ſhort} Fime [after [their 
Baptiſm; to make them compleat Chureh- 
Members. But ſucly as, being the Chil- 
ren of Believers, | were Baptized in 
iir_ Infancy, were not } Confirmed t11} 
ney were Srown up to: Years.of Diſcre- 
ion, 22d well Inſtruced* in the Princi- 
pes of the- Chriſtan Religion by their 
Frents, and by the. Gatechiſts, andiriq 
(; CaDa- 
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tile: to. give 'an account - of their 
Knowledge and Faith ; nor were any 

dged: meet fot: Adiniſſion to the Lords 
Table, until they had ſome conſiderable 
Time before given: Proof of their Man.F' 
ners: and 'Godlineſs, But when they! 
were Confirmed; and had received bh 
Ordinance, they were then arrived 
the higheſt Form-in the School of Chti 
his Church, and then were called File | 
les.” | The Faithful.” 7 

"That this was:the Practice of the Pri: h 
mitive Church is/plainly and fully proy: : 
ed:by divers Learned Pens, and amongſt c 
onr.. own, eſpecially by 'Mr. Hanmer, ll. 
and Mr.” Baxter; to whole Writings, 1 
refer ſuch who deſire more clear Light 8 
and fuller Satisfa&tion in this Point. 

* All that-E-fhall further obſerve at pre- 
ſent, as*to_ Confirmation is; That . thi 
( as, "well as other Goſpel-Ordinances) 
was in after-Ages Corrupted and Aby 
ſed, ' by the Addition of Chryſm,, of 
Unftion; that i Is, Anointing with Op; 
and by admitting thoſe to it, who were 
n2t the: meet ObjeRs of it, as Perſon: 
grolly Ignorant and Propane, &c.. 

The juſt Reſentment and Abhorrens a 
of theſe Corruptions, hath occaſioned : tn 
fault on the other hand in many of th 
Churciy * 


R 
P 
il 


full Condens; &c. gz 


TEhutches of: Chriſt (#iz. ) the Total 


Rejetion or diſuſe of this Pious Rite;''of 


"Ewhich (1 fear) they will be able't6 pive 


no good account to our Lord Jeſus in 
the Great Day ; our Duty ( doubtleſs ) 
lyes between theſe: two Extreams, to 


| UMkeform the Abuſes, and reaſſume' "the 


frimitive right Uſe of Confirmation ; 


., thing greatly to be deſired, and vedlouf. 
By to be endeavoured by the Reformed 


Pti- 
'OV- 
'o 


Churches, for the® Glory *that might 
tence Redound to God, and the Beiie- 
its that would accrue to the Chirch of 
Chriſt by it. As theforementioned Au- 
"Fthors have excellently demonſtrated, 


? flind therefore with Nervous Arguments 


xerſwade to the Revival of it. 
May there be new Effuſions of Gods 


Yfoly Spirit-on thoſe who are principally 
ncerned, 5. e. Chriſtian Magiltrates 
Wand Miniſters, to put them on the vigo- 
_ Fious. Uſe of their Authority and Inte- 
> Fett, for a more perfe&t and thorow Re- 
"4 Imation 1 in this, and ſome other Points 
"Mit call for it, at this Day: , that all 


Jenaining Corruptions may be {wept 
Yout of Gods Houſe, and Chriſtian Pra- 
Teice at length reduced to, and regula- 


1% by, the Goſpel-rule in all things. 


Secondly, Mean while I ſhall next ( as 
Cx-2 [ 


34 A Perſuaſroe to. 
1 promiſed ) humbly propoſe this fol-F 
lowing Method, . for the. Paſſage off; 
[ 
h 


Church- Members from their Infant-ſta 
to the: State of. the, Adult,, and Admiſ 
{jon to full Communion ; being what it 
already prafticed in ſome, and eaflyi 
praQicable in other Churches of Chriſt 
if their reſpe&tive Paſtors would : con 
to a mutual Agreement herein ; whic 
I humbly conceive; might without much 
difficulty be obtained, If attempted byÞa 
prudent, and proper Hands, to whoſgs 
Thought, this well-meant-Motion 1's 
heartily Recommended, in hopes that 1 
might prove in 'Time;a guod Expeatenttan 
reſtore Confirmation to its Primitive Uſe ul 
and for the preſent be an equivalent. BR 
Firſt, Secing the Title-Condition' offſet 
Infants Church-Memberſhip is not thqÞL 
ſame with that” of the Adult.( as thin 
Learned Baxter 'hath plainly: proved Nan 
that-of Infants. being this, That they h 
the Children of -Believing Parents, ai 
Dedicated to God: .by them .. ins: thalt 
Baptiſm ; That of the Adult being thi 
that they be actual Believers, and De 
_ dicate. themſelves to God in Baptiſm, 
think it requiſite, that when any Perſol 
ſiznifies his Deſires of Admiſſion to fil 
Communion, the Paſtor of the Co 
{how 
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ſhould Inquire, which of-theſe- Titles he 
pretends to, and deal - with him accord- 
MJ ingly : if the former, Then to acquaint 
him with' the Manner of Tranſition from 
the Infant ro the Adult-ſtate, by renew- 
ing his Baptiſmal Covenant, and Profeſ- 
jon of the Chriſtian Faith, and Exhorr 
Flim to it. If the latter, to enquire in- 
c>Fto the Sincerity, and Credibility of his 
Profeſſion ( as far as may be) and to 
dmit, or: refuſe him, according 'to the 
fatisfaction, or Diffatisſaction he- ſhall 
FYricceive herein. | uo. 
nm Secordly, Seeing many of thoſe who 
were, Baptized in their'Infancy, are'breq 
ip in Ignorance of the very Principles of 
Religion, others Corrupted with Error, 
dthers Immoral, and Prophane 1n/ 'their 
ALives, it is alſo neceſlary that the Paſtor 
Winquire both into the Knowledge, Faith, 
and Life. of him that feeks Admiſhon. 
wl lay. 
1, Into his Knowledge, Whether he 


haſte competently acquainted (at leaſt ) 


wth the Fundamental - and: neceflary 
Truths of Chriſtianity, and 1f he- be 
found groſly and culpably Ignorant ; 
the Paſtor may endeavour. in a predent 
Fnd loving Way, to make him ſen{ible 
the greataeſs of this Sin of Ignorance, 

Cx--3 oo! 


t44 


*- % 4 


4 Perkuafs ve t0 . 


in thoſe-that enjoy .fuch excellent and 
plentiful Means of. Knowledge as we; 
of the neceſlity, excelieacy, and. uſeful- 
neſs of ſpiritual Knowledge, in order to 
the plcaſing of God, and faving his own 
Soul ; of the danger of living and dying 
in Ig FnOTAnCE, &c. And ſeriouſly prels 
him to a more careful Uſe, and improve; 
ment of the means of Knowledge, for 
Time to come ; ſuch as Reading the 


Holy Scriptures and other good Books, 


Hearing of, and Conferring with Mini: 


iters of the Goſpel, and Praying for the 


Teachings of Gods Holy Spirit; 

And that his Knowledge may be the 
more Methodical and Diſtin&, adviſe 
hun firſt to take ſame good Catechiſin 
11 Hand, [ eſpecially that of the Aſſem- 
bly of Divines, and the Explications of 
it, the Communicauts Inſtruthor, or Sa- 
cramental Catechiſm, &c.7] and perſuade 
him to familiarize the precious Truths 
contained in them, and make them his 
own, getting them ( it poſſible ),. into 
his Memory, which a little Pains, anda 

willing Mind might {00N obtain in th! 
moſt, 

| have known ſome of Forty, Fifty, 
yea ſixty Years of Age, who in a few 
Months Time have. by this means got 
' more 
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more Underſtanding” in the Things-of 
God ( as they -have- freely Confeſſed 
than ever the _ had in their whole: Life 
before. though 'I know it 15 no 
ale Os to nerfivade ſome grown 
Perſons to- this, who being Proud, and 
Idle, as well 4s Ignorant, account it a 
Diſgrace to be put (like Children ) to 
2 Catechiſm; yet every. one that is fo 


far awaken'd, and inlighten'd as to ſee 


his Own Ignorance and need of Know- 
ledge, and to have a 'fincere Love to, 
and Deſire after It, will readily follow 
the ſpiritual Counſel of ſach as are Wi- 
ſer than'themſelves, in- Order to the at- 
taining of it. And as many as have a-juſt 
and deep Concern' for the Eternal Sal- 
ration of their own Souls, will-think no 
Pains too much to take for the further- 
ing and ſecuring thereof. 

It may ( poſſibly )- be a little difficult 
at firſt, but when they have been Inured 
v it for ſome time, their Deſires after 
Knowledge, and the ſweetneſs of i It, will 
facilitate, or make it - caſie to: them. 
Could we-prevail on ' thoſe Adult' Per- 
ons anGngſt us that. need it, to take 
this, faithfol Advice, their Minds would 
be much more inliz :htned in the Know- 
doe of Chriſt, and the better prepa- 

G 4 red 
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red for profiting by Reading and Hen. 
ing the Word: :,Were ſuch a Form of 
ſound Words, well learnt, and. thereby 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity well laid 
in the Minds of Men, the ſuperſtruQure 
of Knowledge would be carried on with 
greater facility. firmneſs, and ſucceſs; 
but until this be Gone, M iniſters have lit 
tie Reaſon to wonder, that they Work 
at the Labour-in-Vain jn Preaching; 
though they may Þe Inſtant in Seaſon, 
and out. of Seaſon, if Milk be-net given 
to Babes in Chrilt, as well as ſtrong 
Meat to grown Chriſtians, the Younger 
may, ſtarve while the Elder-thrive and 

1ouriſh, O- that- all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, would: ſeriouſly think, of this, 
and -take due Care to feed Chriſts Lambs, 
as well as his SHEEP, ( but this by the 
Way.) 

Yet 1n inſpecting the Knowledes of 
Perſons, due regard muſt be had to their 
different Capacities , the Means and 
Helps they have had to get k.nowledge, 
the Time they have enjoyed them, their 
different Abilities to expreſs. themſelves, 
their, Baſhfulneſs, oe. That a@-fincere, 
though weak Chriſtian be Gdi{couraged, 
and that fich as have arrived but at a 


tolerable digree Of the Kno ledge of, 
nd 


full Communton, &c. &9 


and belief in God, the Father, Son and 


Spirit, of their Baptiſmal-Covenant with 


God, and- other Poiars of abſolute Ne- 


ceſſiry ro Salvation ( though their | Ap- 

chenſions in ſome Things are but rude 
and imperfe& ) Þbe- not Rejefted, but 
Treated with all Tenderneſs, Love, and 


Prudence ; and helped forward' in the 


Ways of Chriſt, | 

But if the Paſtor find the Candidate 
furniſhed with a -competent Meaſure of 
Knowledge, he ſhould next inquire, 

2. Into his Faith, whether he be ſound 
in the Faith of Chrift,: or believes the 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; that if the Paſtor find him nn- 
der any Error, he may endeavour” by 
better Inſtruction to Cure him of it be- 


fore his Admiſſion ; leaſt he ſhould In- 


{ket others therewith, and occahion a 


Schifm in the Church. When the Pa- 


tor is fatisfied as to this Particular, he 
hould/ further Inquire : 

. 3z#\Into his Life-and Converſation, 
wherher it be agreeable to his Holy Pro- 
feſſion, and ſuch as becometh the Goſpe} 
of Chriſt ; of this Neighbouring Chriſti- 
ans ſhould be the Obfervers and Wit- 
neſſes, for the better Satisfaction of the 
Paſtor, and the. whole Ciurch, Great 
Care 
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Care-ſhould be taken alfo in this 'Mat- 
ter, lealt ſach as are ſcandalous in theix 
Lives be, admitted, and thereby this Ho- 
ly Ordinance be prophaned, the Godly 
offended . and grieved, the Mouth þ 
the Wicked opened-to Teak Evil of' the 
Ways, and Servants-of Chriſt, and;God 
diſhonoured, and provoked to nfl 
ſome judgm ent unon them. 

4; S2eung the Lords:Supper. i 13 apPoIn- 
ted for the increaſe and ſtrengthening of 
Grace where it 1s, and not for the work- 


1ng of | Grace where it is not, and fo 


thoſe that approach it ſhould be only 
Gracious Perſoas, if they would receive 
Benefit thereby ; {for we mult firſt live 
ſpiritually ( as well as naturally ) before 
we Eat and Drink ]. therefore it is need- 
ful that the Paſtor inquire alſo into the 
State of the Candidates Soul : What ex- 
perience he hath had of the workings of 
Gods Word and Spirit upon -him! 
__ Reaſon he can give of the 'hope 
Salvation, that 15.1n him ? What F- 
NG he hath of a iaving change, or 
iſ of Grace upon his Heart, 1 Pa 
x 4 for the better FA: fovery of " 
Souls Condition, dire& him inthat-need- 
fu] and vieful Duty of  Selt-e: CY 
al 


full Communion, &c. or 
znd Exhort him to. a diligent perfor- 
mance of it, and to- an Holy Jealouſic 
over his own Heart, leaſt he ſhould be 
deceived by it in a Matter of ſo great 
Importance, 1 Cor. 11. 28, 29, The S4- 
namental Catichiſm may be very helpful 
to him in this Work, in which he will 
fad the Marks, or Signs of ſaving 
Grace, and thereby may the better Judge 
of his own Caſe. | 

4. When the Paſtor hath received Sa- 
tsfation in theſe Points, and in the 


ldgment of Charity, believes him to 


have a Goſpel-right to and fitneſs for 
this Ordinance ; it ſeems neceſſary ( at 
kaſt on a prudential account, and- for 
the fuller Satisfaction of the "Church ) 
that the Perſon be propounded to: the 
Church, when met together, by Name, 
znd Place of Habitation, a and held as an 
Expectant for ſome convenient Time, 
[2t leaſt from the Time of his Propoſal 
the next Sacrament-day ] That the 
:embers may have liberty and--oppor- 
kaity to Inquire, whether he be well 
ſported of, and unblamcable in his Con- 
rrſation. And that they firſt give the 

mſtor an Acconnt of what they hear, 
more Privately, that if any thing be ob- 
red, he may further inform himſelf as 
LO 
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to the Truth of it, and the Perſon he 
kept off until the Objection ſhall be re. 
moved, and all concerned receive Sati. 
faction. | 
5. When the Expectant 1s actually to 
be admitted, and come before the 
Church: The Paſtor may {ignifhe him to 
be the Perſon tormerly propounded/to 
them, deiwming to be joyned to them, 
and admitted to full Communion with 
them, requiring that if any Member re- 
m21n yet unſatisfied, he would Now ſpeak, 
or by their ſilence | lifting up the Hand, 
or other Signal 7] teſtihe their unani- 
movs Conſent to his Admiſſion, which 
being done, the Paſtor may next delire 
him to make Profeſſion of his Faith, and 
own his Baptiſmal-Covenant, addreſling 
himſelf to him in theſe, or ſuch like 

Words. | | 
Seeing you delire to be admitted into 
full Communion with this Church 6 
Chriſt, to walk with it in all Goſpet- 
Ordinances and Duties, and to partzKe 
with it in all Church-Ppriviledges, and 
ic being fit the Church ſhould farisfied 
that every Perſon admitted a Member 
thereof do own and: profeſs the fame 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith which 
tze Church proteſſerh, in Orcer s 
this 
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this Satisfaction, you are deſired to make 
trne Anſwer to theſe following Queſti- 
0NS. 

0, 1. Do you believe there is but one 
only 5 keg and True God the Father, 
the SON, and the Holy G hoſt, which 
re Three diſtin&t Perſons, and 'each of 
them God, and yet all of them but One 
God, Infinite, Eternal and Unchangea- 
ble 1n his Being, Wiſdom, Power, Ho- 
neſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs and Truth ? 

A. 1 do believe this. 

9. 2, Do you beheve that this God 
from all Eter nity,. ordained whatſoever 
comes to paſs in Time; and that in the 
beginning of Time, he Created and 
made the whole World, and all Things 
therein out of nothing, by the Word of 
hs Power 1n the ſpace of i1x Days, and 
all very Gocd, and that he doth; ſtill 
mhold, Preicr ve, and-govern it: accord- 
Ing to his own Will, and ior his own 
Glory. - 

A. 1] do believe this. 

O. 3. Do you believe that God made 
Man” upright, after his own Image, in 
knowledge, Righteouſneſs and, RBoh- 
nets, with Dominion over the Creatpres 
ere below, and that he entred into a 
Covenant of Life with him, upon Con- 

dition 
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dition of Perfe&t Obedience, forbiddiy 
him to eat of the Tree of Knowledge « 
Good and Evil vpon Pain of Death ? 

A. 1 do believe this. + 4 
| D. 4. Do you believe that our firſt 
Parents, being left to the Freedom of 
their own Wills, and hearkening to the 
Temptation of Satan, Tranſgrelfed the 
Commandment of God, by Eating the 
forbidden Fruit ; and ſo brake their Co- 
venant with God, and thereby brought 
themſelves, and all their Poſterity, de-ſe.. 
ſcending from them by ordinary Gene-N; 
ration,into an Eſtate of Sin and Miſery! 

A. 1 do believe this. 
- ©. 5. Do you believe that Man thus, 
fallen, was not able to recover himſelf, do 
and that God, having out of his meer], 
g00d Pleaſure eleted ſome to Everlaſt- 
ing Life, did enter into a Covenant of 
Grace, to deliver them out of that E 
ſtate of Sin and Miſery, and to bl «1 
them into an Eſtate of Salvation by Chriſt 
as a Redeemer ? |; 

A. 1 do believe this. If 

.*6. Do you believe that the Lord 
Jeſns'Chriſt, being the Eternal and on- 
ly begotten Son of God, became Man; 
alſo. in the fulneſs of Time, by taking; 
to himſelf a true Body, and a ra—_ 
SOul, 
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. Woul;-being Conceived by the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt ' ih the Womb of the 
Virgin Mary, of her Humane Subſtance, 
ad born of her, yet without Sin, both 
Yi his Nature, and Life ; and that ſo he 
*Yias, and continuerh ſtill to be both God 
nd Man in Two 'diſtin& Natures, and 
x (Ws Perſon for ever? © | 

F'4. 1do btlieve this. 

Ne 'O: 7. Do you-' believe that this. RE- 
Wiceiner of God Eleft, as a Prophet doth 
Teach his Church by his Word and 
Pirie, the Will of God for theif, Salva- 
ton: And as a. Prieſt hath ſatisfied. Di- 
Fine Juſtice for their Sins, and..reconci- 
Fd them to Godby his once Offering 

i himſelf as a Sacrifice unto God, in 
iffering the Curſed Death of.the Cr os, 
and now continually interceeds for them 
Fit Heaven ; and as 'a King, ſubdues the 
Elect unto himfelf; Ruleth and Defend- 
th them, and Reſtrains and Conquers 
-his and their Enemies ? 

"AF do believe this. 

0; 8. Do you believe that though this 
fas C brift was: put to Death: and Bu- 
led, yet he roſe again from the Dead on 
me the "Third Pay, thewed himſelf to his 
Weaples, and Converſed with them a- 
i he, and afrerirat in the fight of di- 
Vers 


vers of them, fended into Hearn; 
where he ſtill remaineth ſitting at the 
Right. Hand of Ged the Father, /fronff jj 
whence he ſhall come at the Day. appoin-P| ſy 
ted by God to Judge the World In Righ 01 
teouſnels! | n 

A. 1 do beheve chil, | 
' DO. 9. Do you believe that God po 
Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the Father 
and the Son, hath fully, .and ſuſkciently 
Revealed the Will of God | in the. Holy 
Scriptures, of the Old: and New Teſts 
ment, to be the perfect; perpetual,; and 
only: Riile of our Faith and Obedience: 
Ke! "that the ſame Holy Spirit doth 
Effecually apply the ; Redemption -pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, with all the ſaving Be 
nefits of his Mediation, Death and Me 
rits, to. the Ele, by. working Faith.i 
them, and thereby uniting them, i 
Chriſt 1 in their Effequal Calling * 6 

A. 1 do hclieve this. 

O. 16. Do you believe that this fo 
ly Spirit of God dwelleth _ worketh 
in all that are Efecually C alled, anc 
drawn to Chriſt: And that al Gods 
Elea, being united unto Chrilt, as. ic 
Their "Common Head,, make up one Ca 
tholick Church, . or " Myſtical Body,;0 
Chriſt, the Members whereof having 
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© fellowſhip with God the Father, Son and 
heſſ Spirit by Faith, and - one with one ano- 
ther by Love, do 1n this Lite partake of 
[uſtification, Adoption and Sanctificati- 
on, with all the Beneiits that do accom- 
pany or flow from them. And that their 
Souls at Death are made pertect in Holi- 
xs, and do immediately paſs into Glo- 
i5, but their Bodies being ſtill united to 
Chriſt, do reſt in their Graves till the 
Reſurrection ? 

A. I do believe this. 

O. 11. Do you believe that theſe pre- 
&F cous Benefits, purchaſed by Chrilt, are 
dipenſed to the Ele& by the Boly Spirtt 
of God, in the 11fe of his Sacred Ordi- 
FE mnces, the Word, Sacraments and Pray- M4 
yer, as being the'means appointed by God, M1 | 
for the Working, Increaling, and Perfe- 
Fig of Grace in their Hearts, and that 
- terefore theſe Ordinances are auly and 
{Ffererently to be uſed, and carefully im- 
0 yoved by Chriſtians to theſe ſpiritual 
WE Eds, until Chriſts ſecond Coming ? 

4, I do beheve this. 

D. 12. Do you believe that in the ge- 
ral Refurrection at the laſt Day, all 
Fitz Righteous ſhall be raiſed up in Gloe 
ty, by Vertue of their Union nato Chriſt 
Miicir Head, and ſhall bs openly acknow- 
; H ledged 
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ledged -and acquitted by him theirfirt 
Judge, and ſo made perfe&tly Bleſſed inffan 
the Full and Eternal Enjoyment of Gat 
in Heaven, whereas the Wicked alſo ſha 
be raiſed 'by the Power of Chriſt ; bur 
ſhall be condemned by him, and ſent | in 
to we laſting Pumſhment 1 in Hell? 
” do believe this. 
. Do you allo own and heartil 
Ponſenc unto your Covenant with God 
in Baptiſm ; that is, repenting of you 
Sins againſt God, and renouncing the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil : Doya 
take the only Living and True God for 
your only God, and Chief Good ; God 
the Father to be your God, and Father; 
God the Son to be your Redeemer, and 
Saviour ; and God the Holy Ghoſt to be 
Your Sandtifier, Guide, and Comforter: 
And do you ſincerely give up your whok 
Self, Soul and Body to this one God, 4s 
bis Covenant-Servant to Believe, Love, 
and Obey him conſtantly, and fairbfull 
according to his Word, and that uut 
the Dearth. 
A. | dothis lincerely, as far as I knov ne 
my own Heart. 
©. 2. Are you deſirous to partake ofAn 
the Holy Ordinance of the Lords-Supper,ſſlf 


a5 being a Seal of the Covenant of _ ſuc] 
7] nat 
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eirſhat thereby this Covenant between God 
 infflcad you may be Renewed, and Confirm- 
20ded, and that you may thereby keep in 
kallkhankful Memory the Death of our Lord 
_ ſelus Chriſt ? 
A. This is my unfeigned Deſire. _ 
9. 3. Do you truly Conſent and Pro- 
Eniſe to ſubmit to the Holy Diicipline and 
uIGverament, wich theLord Jeſus Chriſt, 
odthe only Head and Law-giver of his 
urFChurch, hath ordained tor his own Glo- 
ner, and his Churches good, and 1n Ppar- 
'onfficular tro ſubmit to the ſpiritual Guidance, 
aid over-ſight of the Paſtor of this 
lurch, according to the Mind of Chriſt ? 
Tl 4. 1 do truly Conſent and Promile ſo 
ndlto do. 
bel Q. 4. Will you alſo patiently ſubmit 
to the Chriſtian Admonitions, and Re- 
proofs of your Fellow-Members in this 
Church, and conſcientiouſly perform the 
lame Duty towards them ( if occaſion ſo 
kuire ) according to Chriſts own com- 
md for Church Order ? 
A, 1 will do fo, the Lord enabling 
ne, 

Theſe Queſtions thus Propoſed, - and 
of Anſwered : The Paſtor may apply him- 
1, WElf to the Perſon concerned, 1n theſe, or 


C:iuch like Expreſſions. | 
al H 2 Upon 
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Upon this ſerious and credible Profef. 
fion of the Chriſtian Faith, which youſſe 
have now made before God, and thiser 
Church ; the. Renewing of your Cove-Bor 
nant with God. and the SatisfaCtion | 
have had CONCern :ng the ſuitablenels of 

your Converſation *. I Re: 
* Zere Ihum- CCIve and admit you into full a: 
bly conceive Communion with thisChurchÞ ;: 
re Impofition of Chriſt, to walk with iti; 


ee > P me in all Goſp el-OrdinancesWin 


properly rake And Duties, nad to partakeNit 
Plate. with 1t in al Goſpel-Privi- 
| ledges. And I, as the Paſj- 
{tor thereof Exhort and Beſcech you ;FC. 
Jea, I Charge and Command you in the; 

Name of the Chief Sheppard, our LordNlf 
Jeſus Chriſt ; That you hold faſt thi. 
Chriſtian Faith which you have now pro- 
feſſed, and be faithful and ſtedfaſt in that 
Covenant with God, which you havenow 
Renewed. 

And that denying all Ungodlineſs, ard 
Worldly Luſts, you hve Soberly, Righ 
tcouſly and Godlily i in this preſent Work, 
that you may alſa be received by Chrif, 


and owned by him in the great Day, 3 
a living Member of his Myſtical Body, 
and God in Covenant may be your Gu 
and Portion tor ever. 


Wh 
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When Impoſition of Hands ſhall be u- 
ſed, it ſeems proper to joyn a ſhort Pray- 
thier with it at the cloſe of this Exhortati- 
ve-Eon, for Chriits gracious Reception of the- 
ferſon thus admitted, Gods favourable. 
Acceptance of him through Chriſt, 'the 
FConfirming of his Covenant with him, 
Wind beſtowing the Grace of the Cove- 
BY n2t upon him, &©'c. Mean while the Pa- 

for may put up ſuch Petitions for him 
in his Prayer, before the Celebration of 
this Ordinance. 


Sz quid noviſts reains iſtts, 
Cindidus 1mperti : $1 non, His utere mecun 


[thou know'ſt what doth more with Rule 


( agree, 
Kindly impart it : Or uſe this with me. . 
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